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,[10 nomuwama Ha yuBuausayuama“

BEHEDULINEHT

O6wuHa MNnosane

NMAPTHbOPI

O6wwuHa AceHosrpag

O6wwuHa Poponn

MAPHIPYTU

Bwa [Inaronasnmc
Ipe3 BeKOBeTe

1. bayrabaxoBa KbIlia

2. Kbrra XvHmmmsH

3. Kemra HemgxoBru

4. PervioHasieH eTHOrpadpcKu My3em
5. l'astepus ,, 3imatio bosmxmes”

6. CrapuaHa arrreka , Xumoxpar”

7. AHTVIYeH TeaTbp

8. PuiMcku ctagmoH

9. Autiuer popym u OfeoH

10. IToyie3 ApxeosiormdecKim

11. Xpam ,,Cs. Ycnenune
Boropomyraro”

12. Xpam ,,Cs. boropoauria -
Briaroserierme”

13. VicTropmudecku My3emn
14. TTajieoHTOJIOTVIUEH MY3en

15. AceHoBa KpeIiocT 1 ITbpKBaTa
,,CB. boropomuiia - Ilerpraxa”

16. baukoBckM MaHaCTUP
17. Myset Ha aBuaIsTa

18. PermoHajieH MCTOPUYECKN
mysert (PVIM) Excriosvimst ,, Ceedu-
Herue Ha beaeapus 1885 &.”

19. (PVIM) Excriosuist ,, beseapcko
Bespaxoane”

20. PervioHajieH apxeoIor4ecKm
My3en

21. ITpupoponaydeH My3en

22. berranTant

ROUTES

Via Diagonalis throughout
the Centuries Tour

7

1. Balabanov house

2. Hindliyan house

3. Nedkovich house

4. Regional ethnographic museum
5. Zlatyu Boyadzhiev gallery

6. Old pharmacy Hippocrates

7. Ancient theatre

8. Roman stadium

9. Ancient forum and Odeon

10. Archaeological underpass

11. St. Uspenie Bogorodichno
church

12. St.Bogoroditsa - Blagoveshtenie
church

13. Historical museum
14. Paleontological museum

15. Asen’s fortress and St.
Bogoroditsa Petrishka church

16. Bachkovo monastery
17. Museum of aviation

18. RHM Exposition “The
Unification of Bulgaria 1885”

19. RHM Exposition “Bulgarian
National Revival”

20. Regional archaeological museum

21. Regional natural history
museum

22. Belantash

Plovdiy @Via Diagonalis
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Bwma [Inaronammc
Ipe3 BeKOBeTe

KparbsK mapripyT

1. bayrabaHoBa KbIla

2. Kpira XvHIIMSH

3. Kwmra HepkoBru

4. PervioHarreH eTHOrpadCcKm My3ert
5. l'anepws ,, 3imatio bosmxmes”

6. CrapuHHa arrteka ,, XUIokpar”

7. AHTUYeH TeaTbp

8. Mysert Ha aBuasTa

9. Xpam ,,CB. Ycrenue
Bboropomyraro”

10. Xpawm ,,Cs. boropommia -
Briaroserienme”

11. Victoprdecku My3en
12. T1anieoHTOIOTMYEH My3et

Via Diagonalis throughout
the Centuries Tour

Short version

1. Balabanov house

2. Hindliyan house

3. Nedkovich house

4. Regional ethnographic museum
5. Zlatyu Boyadzhiev gallery

6. Old pharmacy Hippocrates

7. Ancient theatre

8. Museum of aviation

9. St. Uspenie Bogorodichno church

10. St.Bogoroditsa - Blagoveshtenie
church

11. Historical museum
12. Paleontological museum

Plovdiy @ Via Diagonalis
come with friends!
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Bwua [dwuaronanmc
mnpes3 BeKOBeTe

Bua [dwaronanuc (JwuaroHajgHMUAT
ITBT), € eVIH OT Ha-[IPEeBHIATE KYJITy PHV
Kopupopw, cebp3ssail Prum ¢ Koncran-
TrHonos. I1oBAMB, Hal-CTapUAT XUB
rpax B EBporra, e K/IIo9oBa 9acT OT Tasu
Havi-BayKHa KOMYHVKAIIIOHHA 0C MEXITy
EBpomna n Asusg. BbirapckusT ceKTop Ha
ITBTS € YHUKaIHa BE3MOXKHOCT 3a 3aIT03-
HaBaHe C MICTOPMYECK, apXeOJIOTMIEeCK
VL KyJITypHU 00eKTH oT I TpancTtopms, AB-
TraHocT, v CpeHoBekoBwe. VIskmounTert-
HO MHTepeCcHM 00eKTM, BaXXHN [EHTPOBE
Ha MCTOpUs U KyJITypa, ce HaMyupaT Ha
TepuTopwsiTa Ha oOmyHMTe ITnoBmus,
Acenosrpan 1 Pogonn. Ilenurennre Ha
VICTOPVAATA, apXUTEKTypaTa i M3KYCTBOTO
IIe VI3IMTaT MCTUMHCKA Haclama oT o0w-
KOJIKaTa B CbpIIeTO Ha TpaKms 11 IIOJIATe
Ha Popomna mwiaHnHa - YapoBHaA OTceYKa
ot [lviaroHaTHVS IThT.

ITT1oBOMB, OTKBHOETO 3aII0UBa TOBA W3-
KJIIOUMTEJIHO, ITHJIHO C MHTEpeCcH 00eKTI
ITHTEITIECTBYIE, € eVIH OT HaVi->KVBOIIVICHITE
rpajioBe, He caMo B buiraps, a v Ha baska-
Hute. ['pabT, M3rpasieH OKOJIO cefieM Xb/IMa
110 1BaTa Opsira Ha peka Mapuiia, e yHVKa-
JIeH He caMO C MECTOITOJIOXKEHWIETO, HO 1 ChC
CTapMHHAaTa CV 9acT. ApXUTEKTYpHO-MUCTO-
pyaeckvesT pesepsat «CrapuseH I Itosmys»
€ pasmorioxeH Ha TprXeIMieTo, B LIeHTbpa
Harpapa. I IpefcrapiisiBa OT/IMYHO 3ar1a3eH
aHCcaMOBJI, M3rpajieH OCHOBHO B IIepyona
Ha Bu3paxmanero - 18 1119 Bek. Taka Hape-
yeHaTa “CcUIMeTpVYHA IUIOBIMBCKA KbIma”
€ CMsATaHa 3a BpbXHa TOYKa B pa3BUTIETO
Ha OB/IrapcKaTa XK/UTIITHA apXUTEKTYPa OT
Br3pakmaHeTo - KpacuBi, 60raTo yKpaceHm
Crpazy, B KOUTO Ce OTKPOsBaT OPUIVHaII-
HVI, OpVMEHTaJICK U 3aIIaJIHOEBPOIIETICKI
esleMeHTH. Pazxofkara 1o KaJTbpbMeHuUTe
VIV IIpeHacs Ty PUCTUTe HAKOJIKO BeKa
HaszaJl BB BpEMeTO, ThI KaTo B KOMITIEKca
Xa PMOHIMYHO Ce BIVICBAT V1 3aIla3eHTe CBY-
TIeTeJICTBa OT II0-PaHH VICTOPMYECKI TIepY-
OIIV — OCTAaHKWTE OT IPEBHOTO TPAKWIICKO
cermvitie, AHTVYHVSIT TeaThp, KPeIIOCTHIUTE
CTeHVI OT aHTHYHOCTTA 11 CpeTHOBEKOBIETO.

Contract N° BG161P0001/3.2-02/2011/01

Via Diagonalis
throughout the Centuries

Via Diagonalis (the Diagonal road) is
one of the most ancient cultural corridors,
which connects Rome with Constantino-
ple. Plovdiv, the oldest living city in Eu-
rope, is a key part of this most important
communicational axis between Europe and
Asia. The Bulgarian segment of the road
represents a unique opportunity for one
to get acquainted with historical, archeo-
logical and cultural spots dating back to
Prehistory, Antiquity and Middle Ages.
An exceptionally interesting spots, im-
portant centres of history and culture, are
located on the territory of the municipal-
ities Plovdiv, Asenovgrad and Rhodope.
Connoisseurs of history, architecture and
art are going to sense a true delight from
the visitation in the heart of Thrace and
in the foot of the Rhodope Mountain - the
charming segment of the Diagonal road.

Plovdiv, from where this unusual, full
of interesting spots, journey begins, is one
of the most picturesque cities, not only in
Bulgaria, but on the Balkans. The city, built
around seven hills, on the two coasts of
the Maritsa River, is unique due to both its
position and ancient part. The Architectur-
al-historical reserve “Ancient Plovdiv” is
situated on the Three-hills, in the centre of
the city. The reserve represents a perfectly
preserved ensemble, constructed mainly
during the Bulgarian Revival (18th and
19th century). The so called “symmetric
Plovdiv house” is considered to be the
peak in the development of the Bulgarian
residential architecture from the period
of the Revival; the architecture is distin-
guished for its beautiful, richly decorated
building which possesses original, oriental
and western European elements. The walk
along the cobblestone-paved street carries
the tourists a couple of centuries back in
time because the compound consists of
preserved records of earlier historical peri-
ods (remains of an ancient Thracian settle-
ment, the Ancient theater and fortification
walls from Antiquity and Medieval times).

Plovdliy ©Via Diagonalis
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bescniopna niepsta B Crapus rpaz e basa-
GarosaTa kbITia. [locTpoeHa e B Ha4asIoTo
Ha XIX Bek ot xamxu Ilananor Jlammina,
Obirapus, pogom ot ITtosaus. bt e 6Gorart
TBHPTOBEI] VI JIVIXBap, WIeH Ha KadTaHIKII-
ckus ecHad. Cropen J1. Kapaserios xamxm
ITaHaVIOT € eAVIH OT HaW-VIMEHWUTUTE IUIO-
BIAVIBCKU THPIOBILM OT cpefjaTa Ha XIX Bek. B
Haua10To Ha XX Bek Ioc/IeieH COOCTBEHMK
Ha KbIllaTa e ThbproeewrsT Jlyka BastabaHoB,
a oT dhaMwIMsITa My WifIBa W TIOITYJIIPHOTO
VI IMe, C KOeTO e m3BecTHa u 1o gHec. Cera
KbIIlaTa-My3€el IpeCcTaBs TPaICcKus OUT
OT MUHa/IVS BEK, IIpUTeXaBa ¥ Tajleprs Ha
IIpOW3BeieH s Ha M3KYCTBaTa, KOSTO CITY XXM
VI KaTo KOHIIEPTHA 3aJla, IIPeAIIoYNTaHa OT
penmIia M3THKHATV MY3VUKaHTA.

Plovdliy @Via Diagonalis
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BanabanoBa KbIla
Balabanov house

Q_:/M\g

57, “Konstantin Stoilov” Str.

tel.: 032 627 082

Summer working hours: 9:00 - 18:00
Winter working hours: 9:00 - 17:30
Day for a free-of-charge visit:

First Thursday of each month -

for students and retirees

The undisputed pearl of the old city is
the “Balabanov” house. It was built in the
beginning of XIX century by Hadzhi Panayot
Lampsha, a Bulgarian, born in Plovdiv. He
was a rich tradesman and usurer, a member
of the “kaftandzhiyski” guild. According to
L. Karavelov, hadzhi Panayot was one of
the most distinguished Plovdiv merchants
during the middle of the XIX century. In the
beginning of the XX century, the last owner
of the “Balabanov” house was the merchant
Luka Balabanov and thus his surname gives
the name by which the house is popular today.
Today, the house-museum presents the city
style from the previous century. The house,
furthermore, includes a gallery of arts, which
also serves as a concert hall, preferred by
various distinguished musicians.

[lozoBop N2 BG161P0001/3.2-02/2011/012

Keoma Xunmmsgs, nocrpoeHa pes 1835-
40 rop,., BIle4aT/IsgABa ChC CBOSITA XYHOXKeCT-
BeHO-ZleKOpaTMBHa yKpaca, C MHOXeCTBOTO
3altaseHy B OpuUruHai creHommcn. Keirara
€ elIHa OT Han-Ooraro gexkopupanmTe B [ 1o-
BauB. TyK e 11 eIVIHCTBEHATA 3alla3eHa OaHsg
C Tedallla TOIUIA U CTyJIeHa BOJa.

PernonamaMaT eTHOrpadCKM Mys3en -
I'toBauMB,e pasmosioXeH B e1Ha OT Hall-Kpa-
cuBute Kby B Crapus rpap. Keiara e
TUIIVTYeH IIpefCcTaBuTell Ha OapoKoBaTa ap-
xuTeKTypa y Hac. [TocTpoeHa e 110 mopbuka

<
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Keta XviHmmstH
Hindliyan house

Q_ym

4, “Artin Gidikov” Str.

tel.: 032/628 998

Summer working hours: 9:00 - 18:00
Winter working hours: 9:00 - 17:30
Day for a free-of-charge visit:

First Thursday of each month -

for students and retirees

The “Hindliyan” house, built around 1835-
40, impresses with its artistically-decorative
ornaments as well as with a variety of origi-
nally preserved mural paintings. The house
is one of the well decorated ones in Plovdiv.
Here, one can find the only preserved bath-
room with running hot and cold water.

Pernonasnen eTHOrpadpckm My3en
Regional ethnographic museum

U@)@&

2, Dr. Stoyan Chomakov Str.

tel.: 032/625 654; fax: 032/626 328
www.ethnograph.info
ethnograph@abv.bg

Summer working hours: 9:00 - 18:00
Winter working hours: 9:00 - 17:00
Closed: Monday

Day for a free-of-charge visit:

First Thursday of each month -

for students and retirees

The Regional ethnographic museum of
Plovdiv is located in one the most beautiful
houses in the Old Town. The house is a typical
representative of the baroque architecture in
Bulgaria. It was built in 1847, by the Rhodope

7 Plovdiv ©Via Diagonalis
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Ha OOTaTVsT IUTOBAVIBCKY ThPTOBeIl Ha 371aTO
Aprup KyroMpKmority oT caMOyKus POHOII-
ckm Marictop Xamku ['eopru B gajeuHara
1847 r. HapruaHa e 11apckaTa Kblia, He CaMo
3apaay MMIIO3aHTHUTE CU pa3Mepu ot 570
KB. M. 3aCTpOeHa IUIOI, HO U 3apafy yHU-
KaJTHaTa KoOvmraHa dpopma Ha dpacaara. B
IIO/I3eMMETO € BIVICAaHO COOCTBEHO BOOXpa-
HVUIVIIIE, IIIePHa 1 € IIPOKOIIaH TYHeJI, KOVITO
v3BeXIa HaBbH OT TpmxbeaMmeTo. CrpagaTa
7Ma IBa rojIeMu cajioHa, 12 crtam (BCUUKM C
YHUKaJIHU T PBOPe300BaHN TaBaHM) U Hall
130 mposoperia. OcobeHO MHTEpeCcHM 3a TY-
puctute ca Konpusmienckara, Pogorickara,
ITnoBOMBCKaTa TOCTHA CTasl, KBAETO Ca W3-
JIO)XeHVI OPUTMHAIHY BeIll OT BpeMeTo Ha
Bo3paxmanero. YHuKanen sy Ha KbljaTa
IIpU/IaBa IIPeICTaBUTEITHVST IIPYEMEH CaJIOH
(xavteT) Ha BTOPVISI €TaX, M3IaIeH Tbroodpas-
HO IIOf, IOPTHKA KbM JIBOPA.

Mys3esrt, ocHOBaH pe3 1917 r. o paesi Ha
ronemust poporobers Croro I1Ivimkos, mHec
cbxpansBa Haj 40 000 KyITy pHM 1IeHHOCTY,
CBBP3aHM IIPEIVIMHO C TPaIIINATa Ha Hace-
JIEHVIETO B IUIOBAVBCKIS PETVIOH VI HETOBVIS
KyJTypeH u cronaHcky out. Komeximmre
BKJIIOYBAT MeTHV ChIIOBE, KEPaMIIKa, CTapVIH-
HVI OpBXVIsI, OBYapcKa ITbpBOpe30a, HaKIUTY 1
ITEPKOBHA yTBap, AT U IUIeTeHY TaHTeII,
KOCTIOMI OT IIsUIaTa OBJIrapcka eTHuUdYecKa
TepUTOPS, My3VKaTHV MHCTpyMeHTH. bora-
TaTa eKCIIO3MIIVS IIPECTaB TPAAVIIIOHHATA
KysnTypa Ha Tpakusg, Pogorire n CpenHo-
ropueTo oT nlepuoga Ha Be3paxmanero. Ot
TPaaVIMOHHWTE 3aHasATH TYK ca HaMepwIn
MSICTO €IHU OT Hall-XapaKTepHUTe 3a IIe-
pvona Ha Be3paxkmareTo - abaKmiicTBO 1
TanTaHIKUVICTBO, TPBHYAPCTBO, METHMKAP-
CTBO, XeJIe3apcTBO. 3y1aTapcKaTa paboTmii-
HWITa e eKCIIOHMpaHa C IIeJIVsl CV IHBEHTap
B IIpeKpacHS IOM.

Plovdiv ©Via Diagonatis | 8 |
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handyman hadzhi Georgi, after an order by
the rich Plovdiv gold merchant Argir Kuyum-
dzhioglu. It is also called the “royal” house,
not only due to its imposing size (570 sq.
metres) but also because of its unique wave
form of the facade. A reservoir, a cistern and
a dug tunnel can be found in the dungeon of
the house. The building has two big saloons,
12 rooms (all of them contain unique wood-
carved ceilings) and more than 130 windows.
Something particularly interesting for tourists
are the “Koprivshtenska”, “Rodopska” and
“Plovdivska” guest rooms where original
belongings from the time of the Revival are
exposed. The personable guest saloon (“hay-
et”), projected under the portico, contributes
to the unique appearance of the house.

The museum, founded in 1917 after the
idea of the great patriot Stoyu Shishkov, today
treasures more than 40 000 cultural valuables,
related mainly to the tradition, the cultural
and agricultural customs of the Plovdiv’s
population. The collection includes copper
vessels, ceramics, ancient weapons, shepherds
fretworks and finery. Furthermore, the tour-
ists can see church plates, knitted and sewed
laces, traditional ethnic Bulgarian costumes
and musical instruments. The rich exhibition
describes the traditional culture of the Thrace,
the Rhodope and the Srednogorie regions
from the time of the Revival. Some of the most
typical for the Revival period crafts can be
found here (homespun tailoring, braid-mak-
ing, pottery-making, coppery-making, and
iron-smithery). The goldsmith’s factory is
displayed with its whole inventory in the
wonderful home.
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Kpmara mysenn Hegkosud e BB3poXk-
IIEHCKU JIOM, ITIOCTpoeH Iipe3 1863 rof,., ns-
11710 B /TyXa Ha EBpomnerickis KimacuImsbM.
Tosa e wiIacudeckn oOpaser] Ha CUMeTpPUY-
HarTa IUIOBAMBCKa Kbla. Tsl e iByeTakHa, ChC
CUMeTpWYeH IUIaH, BUCOK IIPM3eMeH eTaX
" KpacuBo opopMeH nopTuk. KoliaTa Bire-
JaTiIABa C YAVBUTETHWUTE CU Pe300BaHN Ta-
BaHM U opurnHaiaHu creHonvcu. CrpagaTa
HpUTeXXaBa IIoI3eMeH TyHeJl, KOUTO CBbpP3Ba
m3bara ¢ yrmiiata. COOCTBEHVIKBT — ThproBe-
16T Hukona HemkoBuy, e 3aeMait [IyrbXHOCT
HpY OKpBKHM yITpaBuTesl Ha [ D1oBamBckaTta
,kaasza”. [Inec kpinara Ha Hukorma Hemkosru
€ My3eViHa eKCIIO3MIIVsL, KBAETO Ca U3JI0XKEeHU
MeOeJIv 1 Belly, IpUHAIeXaI Ha 00raroto
IUIOBIMBCKO CEMEVICTBO.

-
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Krima Hegxosuu
The Nedkovich house

LGN~

3, “Tsanko Lavrenov” Str.

tel.: 032/626 216

Summer working hours: 9:00 - 18:00
Winter working hours : 9:00 - 17:30
Closed: Saturday and Sunday

Day for a free-of-charge visit:

First Thursday of each month - for students
and retirees

The “Nedkovich” house-museum of the
Bulgarian national revival was built in 1863
entirely in the spirit of the European classi-
cism. It is a classic example of the symmet-
ric Plovdiv house. It has two floors with a
symmetric plan, a high ground floor and
a well-formed portico. The house impress-
es with its astonishing carved ceilings and
original mural paintings. What is more, the
building possesses an underground tunnel
which connects the dungeon with the street.
The owner, the merchant Nikola Nedkovich
occupied a position in the Governor’s office
of the Plovdiv “kazaa”. Today, the Nikola
Nedkovich’s house is actually a museum
exhibition, where one can find furniture and
belongings of the rich Plovdiv family.

9 Plovdliy @Via Diagonalis
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Taytepwa 3mmatio bosipxies e enyH OT eM-
GrieMaTyuHMTE KY/ITY pHU 00eKTM B CTapus
ITnosams. Kpiata, rmocrpoena mpes 1860
TOI., € Ovta coOCTBEHOCT Ha BUIHMS IUIO-
BAVIBCKV BBb3poxaeHel A-p CrogH YoMakos,
€NIVIH OT Hay-M3sBeHNTe OOpIIM 3a IIbPKOB-
Ha He3aBVICVIMOCT U TyXOBHO o0efViHeHwe
Ha Obnrapure ipeny OcBoboXIeHeTO Ha
berrapus. [Tpes rogyemTe K'bIllaTa € M3ITbJI-
HsIBasIa Pa3IMIHY PYHKIVY, BKITFOUMTEITHO
Ha cupormrasmite /1920-28 /, meTckm oTmen
Ha Haponrara 6ubmmoreka /1950-80/, a ot
1984 r. e rajsiepus ¢ HOCTOSTHHA €KCITO3VIINS
Ha M3BeCTHWA XyTOXHMK 31aTio bosgmxues.
B mocTosiHHAaTa €KCITO3MIIVS Ca IIpeICTaBeHN
73 1UlaTHa Ha TBOpella.

Plovdliy @Via Diagonalis
come with friends!

lanepws ,, 3mmatio bosimxmes”
Zlatyu Boyadzhiev gallery

&M\g

57, “Konstantin Stoilov” Str.

tel.: 032 627 082

Summer working hours: 9:00 - 18:00
Winter working hours: 9:00 - 17:30

Day for a free-of-charge visit:

First Thursday of each month - for students
and retirees

The Zlatyu Boyadzhiev gallery is one of
the most emblematic cultural spots in the Old
Town. The house, built in 1860, was owned by
the prominent Plovdiv revivalist - Dr. Stoyan
Chomakov. He was one of the most distin-
guished fighters for church independence
and spiritual unification for the Bulgarians,
before Bulgaria’s liberation. Throughout the
years, the house served diverse functions
being an orphanage (1920-28), children sec-
tor of the National Library (1950-80). Since
1984 it became a gallery, containing a perma-
nent exhibition of the famous painter Zlatyu
Boyadzhiev. In the permanent exhibition,
the tourist can get a sense of the presented
73 canvases of the artists.

[lozoBop N2 BG161P0001/3.2-02/2011/012

CrapwHHa anreka , XMIIoKpat” aBa ay-
JlecHa BB3MOXXKHOCT JIa ce HaJHMKHe B Oura
Ha oOpa3oBaHWTe IUIOBAVBYAHM IIpe3 Bb3-
paxmaneto. [TocTpoena e mpes 1872 . ot
1-p CoTup AHTOHMAIM - eIVH OT I'bpPBUTe
IvIUToMyipaHu JleKapm mpeny OcBoOoxe-
HIEeTO, BUeH IIpelICcTaBUTell Ha IPhIIKaTa
obmHoct B ITmosaus. TaBaHuUTe Ha KbIllaTa
ca Ooraro JeKOpVpaHy C M3IIVICAHVI PO3ETI 1
pacturertay opHaMmeHTH. [1pe3 1981 r., citen
KaTo e Bb3CTaHOBeHa Hall-cTapaTa IUIOBIVB-
CKa afTeKa, TYK e OTKpUTa eIMHCTBeHaTa
10 pofa cu B beiarapmsa MysernHa cOupka,
HpeJCTaBsIIM MCTOPYATA Ha alITeYHOTO J1eJI0
B EBporna.

F Sl | =

CrapuHHa anreka , XuIokpar”
Old pharmacy Hippocrates

L QNEAD~_

16, “Saborna” Str.

tel.: 032/ 624 594

Summer working hours /April-October/:
9:00 - 18:00

Winter working hours /November-March/:
9:00 - 17:30

Closed: Saturday and Sunday

Day for a free-of-charge visit:

First Thursday of each month - for students
and retirees

The ancient pharmacy “Hippocrates” pro-
vides a wonderful opportunity for one to get
a sense of the customs of the well-educated
citizens of Plovdiv from the period of the
Bulgaria Revival. It was built in 1872 by Sotir
Andoniadi M.D., one of the first certificated
doctors from before the Liberation and a no-
table representative of the Greek community
in Plovdiv. The ceilings of the house are richly
decorated with painted rosettes and plant
ornaments. A fact worth mentioning is that
after the restoration of the oldest apothecary,
a unique for Bulgaria museum exhibition
representing the history of pharmacy in Eu-
rope is opened.

== 11 l Plovdiv ©Via Diagonalis
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Ha Myiy TV ITBT OT BB3pOXKIEHCKITE KBIIV
€ eJTHa OT HalI-roJIeMITe 3a0eJIeXXMTeTHOCT
Ha [T1oBIMB, TOKa3aTesICTBO 3a CJIaBHATa My
vicropusa. OT AHTUYHMS TeaTbp, eJHa OT
GescriopHyTE eMOIeMy Ha Ipajia, ce OTKpViBa
BeJIYecTBeHa Iylefika KbM MopepHws [ho-
B/IVMB, OOpaMdeH Ha for oT Pojjoria IUTaHMHa.
TeaTbpsT e pasnonoxen B CTapus rpaj, B
ce/JIOBMHATa MeX]Ty [1Ba OT CefleMTe XbJIMa.
IToctpoen B HavasioTo Ha Il B.1H.e., 110 BpemeTo
Ha nmMitepaTop Tpasie (98 - 117), Tov1 e equH
OT HaV-7o0pe 3aIla3eHNnTe aHTUIHV TeaTpu
B CBeTa. bl e MHOro IMINHO yKpaceH u e
ro6vipas1 1o cefreM xvusiay spuTen. OcseH
ChCTe3aHMsATA 3a IT0eTY, My3UKaHTV, IeBLI
U TJIallIaTal, TyK ca ce IpoBeXxIam 6opom
C XVMBOTHWM M IylagvaTropckv ovrkm. Crep
CTapaTejIHa pecTaBpanyis JHeC AHTVYHVIAT
TeaTbp OTHOBO € OTBOPEH 3a IIpe/iCTaBJIeHs.

Plovdliy @Via Diagonalis
come with friends!

AHTUYeH TeaTbp
Ancient theatre

UM&

"Tzar lvaylo” Str.

tel.: 032/634 008

Summer working hours: 9:00 - 18:00
Winter working hours: 9:00 - 17:30

Day for a free-of-charge visit:

First Thursday of each month - for students
and retirees

Only a couple of minutes away from the
Revival houses, one can come across one
of the most notable landmarks of Plovdiv
- the Ancient Theatre. Visiting this emblem
of the city, one can get a taste from the ma-
jestic scenery towards the modern Plovdiv,
shouldered towards the south, by the Rho-
dope Mountains. The theatre is situated in
the Old Town, in the col between two of the
seven hills. Constructed in the beginning of
II century B.C, during the reign of Emperor
Trajan (98 - 117), the theatre is one of the
most well preserved ones in the world. It
used to be really splendidly ornamented and
had a capacity of seven thousand spectators.
Apart from the contests for poets, musicians
and town-criers, a lot of animal and gladiator
fights had taken place there. After the diligent
restoration, today the Ancient Theatre is once
again opened for performances.

[lozoBop N2 BG161P0001/3.2-02/2011/012
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e - Pumvcxu cranyon
~ Roman stadium

T

Roman Stadium Sq.

ABTYUHMSAT cTafMoH Ha OYUTNIIoNoNL, Apy-
raIiepsia OT ApeBHATa UCTOPVSL Ha Ipajia, ce
HaMupa B CbpIIeTo Ha [J1aBHaTa ITerexonHa
ymmria Ha [Tmosaus. ITocTpoeH e 1o Moren
Ha [lerndurickmsi cTaayoH - B CBeTa ca 3a-
nasenv caMo 12 takuBa. Iwiasr e 0rmso 240
M. U B IpeBHOCTTa e crOmpar oxosto 30 000
spurenu. ITpu rieHTpaHNMSA My BXOf, ca OT-
KPWUTM OCTaHKM OT XV/IPaBINYeH YaCOBHMUK.
B MMHAaIIOTO TyK ca ce IIpOBeXIalIi UTPH,
OpraHM3VpaHW 10 Tofo0ve Ha Te3u B ernd.
ITespBoHavaTHO ca Hapwdanu [leTuvicky, a
IIpM TIOCeIeHmATa Ha MMItepaTopuTe Ka-
pakaia (mpes 214 r.) u Enarabat (mmpes 218
I.) ca MeHYBaHM CbOTBETHO AJIeKCaHIPUVI-
cxn 1 Keanpucurickn. Vimmnepatop @uymn
I ApabuHa npespria AHTUYHNS CTaIVIOH
B IVIaBHA CIIeHa Ha YeCcTBaHMSATA 10 CITydart
1000 rogmum otT ocHoBaBaHeTo Ha Prm. I1a-
MeTHa IUIOYa TT0Ka3Ba IIPeHOITyBaHeTO TYK
Ha OJIIMIIUVICKVS OTBH Ha ITBT OT ATVHa 3a
Mocksa ripe3 1980 r.
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The Ancient Stadium of Philipopol, the
other pearl of ancient history of the city, lies
in the heart of the main pedestrian street of
Plovdiv. Built after the design of the Delphi
stadium, it is on the twelve stadiums that
remained preserved in the world. Itis around
240 metres long and during antiquity it used
to gather approximately 30 000 spectators.
Furthermore, remains of a hydraulic clock
were found in front of the central entrance.
A lot of games, similar to the ones of Delphi,
were taking place on the stadium in the past.
The games were primarily called “Pythian”,
but during the particular visits of the emper-
ors Caracalla (in the year 214) and Elagabalus
(in the year 218), they were respectively re-
named to “ Alexandrian” and “Kendresian”.
Emperor Philip I the Arab transformed the
Ancient Stadium to a main stage for the games
that aimed to commemorate 1000 years since
the foundation of Rome. An interesting fact
is that a memorial tablet which indicates the
Olympic fire’s stay in 1980 can be seen by
tourists.

Plovdliy @Via Diagonalis
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AnTraen dpopym u Opgeon
Ancient forum and Odeon

QXW

"General Gurko” Str.

AsnTtyraavaT dopym Ha I Iosavs e Havi-ro-
JIeMUST (pOpyMeH KOMITIEKC Ha TEPUTOPVSI-
Ta Ha bearapms. Tyk e 6w cbcpemoTodeH
aJIMVHVCTPATUBHYSAT, MKOHOMWUYECKISAT U
KYJITY PHVISIT XVMBOT Ha aHTU4HMA rpaf. Ot
CeBepHaTa CTpaHa Ha (pOpyMHIST KOMIDTEKC ca
OVUIVI pa3IIOIIOIOKEeHVI OOIIEeCTBEHN CTPALIVAL.
Tyxk ce e HaMMpaia TbpBaTa rpajicka CbKpo-
BuIHMIIA Ha Musus u Tpakua. B ceepons-
TouHM BB € OfeonsT (BymeBTeproHsT),
kowiTo e mobvpast 350 mymm. ITspBoHavaHO
€ OVUT M3ITOII3BaH KaTo CelayIviIie Ha FpaicKus
cpBeT (OyrIe), a TO-KBCHO 3arI09Ba JIa ce W3-
I0JI3Ba KaTo TeaThp. 3anagHo ot OpgeoHa e
OTKpWTa Ipajicka OmOImoTeka, KoATo 3acera
e effMHCTBeHaTa OMOIMOTeKa OT pUMCKaTa
€e110xa, OTKpuTa B bbirapus.

Plovdliy @Via Diagonalis
come with friends!

The Ancient Forum of Plovdiv is the largest
forum complex on the territory of Bulgaria.
The administrative, economic and cultural
life of the ancient city was concentrated here.
From the northern part of the forum com-
pound, one could view community buildings.
The first city treasury of Thrace and Misia
was located here. On the north-east angle,
the Odeon (“Bouleuterion”) which gathered
350 people can be seen. It primarily served as
a seat of the city council (“Boule”), whereas
later it started to be used as a theatre. A city
library, which today is the only library from
the Roman epoch in Bulgaria, was discovered
to the west from the Odeon.

[lozoBop N2 BG161P0001/3.2-02/2011/012

INomyies Apxeosorraeck e IpyT MHTepe-
CeH 00eKT OT IpeBHOTO MyHasI0 Ha [i1oBaus.
Ilo 3amaseHa pvMcKa yJInlia ce Bii3a B GoraT
pvimckm J1oM oT Kpast Ha III u HauajtoTo Ha
IV Bek. 3amazeHu ca OCHOBUTe Ha crpajgaTa

M IIpeKpacH MO3aViKi, BKIIIOUUTEIHO 00pa3
Ha XeHa ¢ Hagmmc Evipere (VpuHa) KoeTto
3Haum Mup. TBit KaTo MMeTO ce aBa B 3HAK
Ha [TOMIIpeHe, ce ITpeMriosara, de Evtpere e
Gvuta efTHa OT ITEPBUTE XPUCTUSHKY B rpajia.

Contract N° BG161P0001/3.2-02/2011/01
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ITomnes Apxeonormyaecku
Archaeological underpass

&W

Archaeological underpass at
"Tzar Boris Il Obedinitel” Blvd.

Underpass “Archeological” is another in-
teresting spot from the ancient past of Plov-
div. Through a well preserved Roman street,
one enters a rich Roman home, dating back
to the end of the IIl and the beginning of the
IV century. The foundations of the building,
the beautiful mosaics (including the image of
a woman, containing the sign - Irene - which
means peace) are perfectly preserved. Due to
the fact that the name Irene is usually given
as a token of reconciliation, it is considered
that Irene was one of the first Christians in
the city.
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Regional historical museum

L QNED~

Exposition “The Unification of Bulgaria
1885”

1, “Saedinenie” Sq. tel.: 032 629409
www.historymuseumplovdiv.com
Summer working hours /April-October/:
9:30 - 18:00

Winter working hours /November-March/:
9:30 - 17:00

Closed: Saturday and Sunday

Day for a free-of-charge visit: First Thursday
of each month

OcBeH KpacuBy Bb3POKAEHCKN KBIIV VI
aHTUYIHW TDaMeTHWIM [T1oBnms e v rpar,
Ha MHOTroOpoviHM My3en. PervonanHmsT
VcTopuYecKy My3set - ImoBaus pasmosiara
C HIKOJIKO eKcIio3mitum. JIroOnrenmre Ha
VICTOpWSITA I1le OCTaHAT C He3aOpaBUMM CIIO-
MEHM U IIle M3NNUTAT MaTPUOTNYHA TOPIOCT
OT ITOCEITIeHVeTO Ha My3efHaTa eKCIIO3 IS
, ChrenyHenve Ha berraprs 1885 r.”. Excrio-
3UMIIATA Ce TIOMeIllaBa B Crpajiara, CIIy>Kila
Ha O6sracTHOTO CEOpaHye Ha V3Toura Pyme-
st (aBTOHOMHA ITpoByHIVE Ha OcMaHcKaTa
vmvrepust). Crient ChenyHeHMeTo Ha V3TouHa
Pymenmst ¢ Kaspkectso Benrapmst (1885 T.) B
crpagiaTa ce rioMeriasa [ToBvBckaTa Hapoi-
Ha 6ubrmoreka. Excriosuriyisita e cp3maeHa
npe3 1985 r. B vect Ha 100-rogmiHMHAaTA
ot CpenmHeHmeTo Ha beiarapms. B ceiiaTta
TOfVIHA € M3rPajieH U MaMeTHUKBT, PasIo-
JIOKE€H Ha eTHOVMEHHWS IUIOMIA, CPerry
cTpajaTta Ha Mys3es. EKcriosuiuaTa mpep-
CTaBsl MHTEPECHVS IEPUOL OT UCTOPUATA
Ha [T10BIMB, KOraTo TOVI e OWIT cTOVITa Ha
Vistouna Pymermst.

PervionasieH cTopuiecKu My3en
Regional historical museum

L QNEAD~_

Exposition “Bulgarian National Revival”
1, "Tsanko Lavrenov” Str.

tel.: 032 623 378

Summer working hours /April-October/:
9:30 - 18:00

Winter working hours /November-March/:
9:30 - 17:00

Closed: Sunday

Day for a free-of-charge visit: First Thursday
of each month

Apart from the beautiful Revival houses
and ancient monuments, Plovdiv is famous
for is numerous museums. The Regional his-
torical museum - Plovdiv possesses various
exhibitions. The connoisseurs of history will
remain with unforgettable memories. Visitors
will experience certain patriotic pride from
the visit to the museum exhibition - “Unifi-
cation of Bulgaria 1885”. The exhibition itself
is located in the building which served as
Regional Assembly of East Romelia (the au-
tonomous province of the Ottoman Empire).
Furthermore, the exhibition was created in
1985 in relation to the 100 anniversary of
the Unification of Bulgaria. After the unifi-
cation of East Romelia with Kingdom Bul-
garia (1885), the Plovdiv National Library
was located in the building. The year 1885
is also important for the construction of the
monument, situated on the square with the
same name, just in front of the building of the
museum. The exhibition describes the inter-
esting period from Plovdiv’s history, when
the city used to be capital of East Romelia.
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Excriosvmesita , benrapeko Bespaxmare”
TIpeficTaBss paHHOOCMaHCKA Tiepror, (XV -
XVII B.) 1 chIIpOTMBaTa Ha MECTHOTO HacesIe-
HVIe Cpellly 9y>XI0TO Bi1ajidectBo. OTaereHo
€ HOo-CIela/IHO BHMMaHMe Ha eroxara Ha
BrspaxmaneTo. B otmensy 3aymm Morar f1a ce
BUJIAT JOKYMEHTV, JIVTYHY BeIIV U [IeHHOCTH,
CBbP3aHU C ToJleMuTe JIMYHOCTY Ha rpaja.
ITpocreneHo e pa3sBUTHETO Ha HaIlMOHaJI-
HOOCBOOOIWTEITHOTO JIBVIKEHIe, OIJIaBsIBaHO
oT OBrIrapcKmTe peBormoIoHepy PakoBck,
Jlescku 1 Botes. CasloHBT 1 cTanTe Ha BTOPUS
eTaX BIleyaT/IsIBaT C OPUIVIHAIHY pe30apcKu
pa3pabotku 1 Gorara meKopaTVBHA CTEHO-
mvc. Kp1ara e mocrpoexa mpes 1848 r. xkato
3ecTpa Ha JbllepsaTa Ha OoraT Thproserl u
€ eJHa OT Hal-roJIeMUTe 32 BPEMeTO CM — C
nerm 144 nposopertia.

B PervionasHms apxeosiornyeckm Mysemt
- IitoBMB ce a3y apXeosIoruecKoTo 6o-
raTcTBo Ha HpesHa Tpakwus. ITpes ceoeTo
CBITIECTBYBaHe My3esT ce YTBbPKIaBa KaTo
BTOPM I10 TOJIeMIHAa ¥ 3HAUMMOCT B CTpaHaTa
¢ donp ot Haz 80 000 My3elTHI eqVHUIIN.
Tosa e HalI-cTapusT My3eit B beiarapus, cb3-
TanieH BeHara e, OcBoboXIeHeTo KaTo
XpaHWIUIIe 3a KHUTY U CTapMHU C YKa3 Ha
ITHPBYS MMHVCTBP Ha MPOCBEIeHNeTo Ha
cBoGoyiHa Beirapus Vioakum I'pyes.

s
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The exhibition “Bulgarian Revival” rep-
resents the early Ottoman period (XV - XVII
century) and the resistance of the local pop-
ulation against the foreign rule. A more par-
ticulate attention is paid towards the period
of Revivalism. In separate halls, one can see
documents, personal belongings and valu-
ables of the prominent persons of the city.
The development of the national-liberation
movement, headed by Rakovski, Levski and
Botev is also traced. The saloon and the rooms
of the second floor impress with the original
wood-carver’s works and rich decorative
mural painting. The house is built in 1848 as
aresult of a dot for the daughter of rich mer-
chant. It is notable that it is one of the really
big for its time houses, having a number of
144 windows.

PervioHajieH apxeoJIorimaecKy My3en
Regional archeological museum

L QNEAD~_

1, “Saedinenie” Sq.

tel.: 032/ 624 339, tel./fax: 032/ 633 106
www.archaeologicalmuseumplovdiv.org
Summer working hours /May - October/:
10:00 - 18:00; Closed: Monday

Winter working hours /November - April/:
9:30 - 17:00; Closed: Sunday, Monday
Day for a free-of-charge visit:

First Thursday of each month - for students
and retirees

The archeological treasures of ancient
Trace are kept in the Regional archeological
museum - Plovdiv. Since its foundation, the
museum is gradually gaining the position of
asecond largest and second most significant
in the country due to its variety of more than
80 000 museum entities. It is the oldest mu-
seum in Bulgaria, founded with a decree,
issued by the first Minister of Education of
free Bulgaria - Yoakim Gruev, just after the
Bulgarian Liberation in order to serve as a
depository for books and valuables.
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ITpupononayunuar myset Ha ID1oBnus
€ BTOPW IIO TojIeMIHa 11 60TaTCTBO My3em B
CTpaHaTa, C MOJIEpHa V1 CbBPEMEHHO 0op-
MeHa eKCITO3UIIVS, ChC 3acvyTeHa IIPYPOJIO-
sammTHa mpes. Crpajara e IOCTpOeHa Ipe3
1880 r. kaTo cefasymIle Ha IUIOBOVBCKaTa
oOITVHa 110 Havi-cTapws OOITIeCTBEH TapK B
cTpaHaTa - Y3amm. Ha mepBuist etax ca 060-
cobenu sammute ,I'eonmornsa”, ,,boranmka”,
, besrpbOoHavYHY XMBOTHU, ,, 36 MHOBOTHN
nsneayrn”, [T’ v ,bosansmm”, a Ha
pV3eMHM eTax — 3amTe ,Pubn”, , Aksa-
puym” 1, Mopcko rpHO” . My3esT mpericTaBs
CJIaIKOBOJIEH aKBapuyM, pasmonoxeH Ha 100
KB.M IUIOIII, B KOVITO ca IOKasaHu Hajl 32 BuIa
IeKOpaTVBHV pVIOVI 11 eK30TVYHV pacTeHVIS.

3HenaayTe Ha JIyiaroHaIHMS ITHT
He CBBPIIBAT CbC CHKPOBMIATa Ha
npeBHMA 11 BeueH [ 1oBauB. AceHOB-
Tpail, Havi-royleMusiT Tpaj, B Pomorre,
e cjIefiBaliaTa CIvipKa o KyJITy pHVIS
IIBT Ha IMBWIM3aIysiTa. 'pameT Hocn
viMeTo Ha 11ap VBaH AceH II. AceHOB-
Tpajy e M3BeCTeH ¢ MHOTOOPOVHITE
CU IIbPKBY, MAaHACTUPYU W HapaKiIn-
CY, IOpaay KOETO YeCTo e Hapu4aH
Mankusit Viepycamim. '

Plovdliy @Via Diagonalis
come with friends!

ITpupononayuen mysert
Regional natural history museum

QM

34, "Hristo G. Danov” Str.

tel.: 032/626 683

www.rnhm.org

Summer working hours /May-September/:
9:00 - 18:00

Saturday and Sunday: 9:00 - 17:00
Winter working hours /October-April/:
8:30 - 17: 00

Day for a free-of-charge visit: First Thursday
of each month

The Natural history museum of Plovdiv is
the second in terms of size and richness in the
country; itis famous for its contemporary and
well-formed exhibition, particularly notable
for the accelerated environmentally friendly
idea. The building, located close to the oldest
community park in the country (Uzali), was
constructed in 1880 as headquarters of the
Plovdiv municipality. On the first floor, one
can see the “Geology”, “Botany”, “Inverte-
brate Animals”, “ Amphibians and Reptiles”,
“Sea Floor”, “Birds” and “Mammals” halls.
On the ground floor, on the other hand, one
can visit the “Fish”, “Aquarium” and “Sea-
bed” halls. The museum presents a freshwater
aquarium, situated on a 100 sq. metres area
in which one can see more than 32 types of
decorative fish and exotic plants.

The surprises of the Diagonal road
do not finish with the treasures of the
ancient and eternal Plovdiv. Aseno-
vgrad, the largest city in the Rhodope,
is the next stop along the cultural road
of the civilization. The city was named
after tzar Ivan Asen II. Asenovgrad
is famous for its numerous church-
es, monasteries and chapels; for that
reason it often referred to as The Small
Jerusalem.

[lozoBop N° BG161P0O001/3.2-02/2011/012

VIkoHHOTO OorartcTBo Ha xpama ,CB. Y-
rreHe boropomgmaHo” e BieuatstBamio. Tyk
MOXe Jla ce BUIAT KaKTO TBOPOV Ha OCHO-
BorOJIOKHMKa Ha CaMOKOBCKaTa 3orpad-
cKa ImKoyia Xpucro JJuMuTpos, Taka 1 Ha
MaviCTOpU, HOIUIN OT I0KHUTe KpauIlia Ha
basikanmnre. Tosa, koeTo rpabsa 1orsIea Ha
rmoceTuTesI 0bade e aXXypHUS AbpBOpe3deH
MKOHOCTac. MeX1y Xy 10KecTBeHO opopMe-
HVI KallWTeJIV Ca PasIIosIoxkeH (pyIopaiHu
MOTWBVI, MUTVYHY CBITIECTBA U CIIeHU OT
Crapus v Hosua 3aBer.

Xpawm ,,Cs. boroponmiia -
Bis1aroserierme”

St. Bogoroditsa - Blagoveshtenie
church

Qy@@\g

Asenovgrad

Xpam “Cs.boroponuiia - bnarosere-
Hye” - Havl-HalIpes, XpaMbT BITe9aTIsBa ChC
CTeHOIVICHATa CM yKpaca, KOSITO IIOKpMBa
CTeHWTe KaKTO Ha asg3MOTO, TaKa ¥ Ha Hao-
ca. 3aMOXXHOCTTa Ha I'paXXZlaHUTe, KaKTO U
I[IO/TYVIHEeHOCTTa My Ha bauKoBCKyist MaHacTUp
o0sicHsABa pakTa, Ye yKpacara e JIeJIo Ha 30-
rpaduTe, paboTvumit M B 0OWTeINITa IO TOBa
BpeMe-3axapu 3orpad 1 eKUITbT O PUHCKA
MaviCTOpW, aHTaXMpPaHW C V3IIVCBaHeTO Ha
HAOCHTe Ha KaTe[paJIHIs MAHACTUPCKI XpaM
mnHa xpama “Cs.Apxarrerm” . 3axapu 3orpad
J0Ka3Ba CBOsI BVICOK ITPOpeCcOHaIN3bM KaTo
CTeHOTIVICeTT IMEHHO TYK, KaTo M3MVICBa ITpe3
1838r.aasmoto “Cs.Moan [Tpenreua”.

Xpawm ,,CB. Ycrerne boropomgmaHo”
St. Uspenie Bogorodichno church

U@@\-

Asenovgrad

The icon collection of “The Assumption”
church in Asenovgrad is impressive. Here one
can see both the works of the founder of the
Samokov iconography school Hristo Dimi-
trov and of other masters who came from the
southern parts of the Balkans. What greets the
eye, however, is the wood-carved iconostasis.
There are floral motives, mythical creatures
and scenes from the Old and New Testaments
between artistically shaped capitals.

The “St. Bogoroditsa - Blagoveshtenie”
temple, impresses, first of all, with its mu-
ral ornament, which covers the walls of the
holly-spring and the ones of the internal ar-
chitecture of the temple. The wealth of the
citizens, as well as the temple’s subordination
to the “Bachkovo” monastery explain the
fact that the ornaments of “Sv. Bogoroditsa”
are work of the icon-painters that worked in
the “Bachkovo” monastery at the same time.
They were the famous Zahari Zograf and his
team of “Odrinski” masters. Zograf proved
his great professionalism as a muralist, here,
by drawing the holy spring “St Yoan Pred-
techa” in 1838.
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Ha romsm viHTeEpec ce pajisaT 1 My3ewTe Ha
AceHoBrpar. I'paZicKVT MICTOPITIeCcK My 3€e¥1
€ pasIoJIOKEH B Crpajia, IIOCTpOeHa IIpe3
1895 r. xaro [Tom Ha oduiiepa. MysertHaTa
excriosuisa Bkrrousa Haa 1000 ekcrioHara,
CBBP3aHM C ICTOPUSTa Ha pervoHa.

ITayreoHTOMOrMYHS My3eii B ACeHOBIpaf,
€ e[IHCTBEHVISIT Y Hac VI e[VIH OT Ha-Io0pu-
Te B EBpoma. BHymmrertHaTa cOmpka mpei-
CTaBJIsBa M3KITIOUMTEITHO HayYHO Y KyJITy PHO
GorarcrBo. OcBeH Kopasin, aMOHWTY Vi APYT
docrtHI 6e3rpEOHAYHN, KOJIEKIVIATA ITpeNl-
CTaBsl IIpeAV BCUYKO M3KOIIaeMy1 O03avHWIIL.
ITo cBost 0OeM TOBa e Havi-rosIMarTa B bbI-
rapms KOJIEKIIVS OT IPbOHAYHM XXVBOTHM
OT HeoTreHa.

Plovdliy @Via Diagonalis
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Vcroprdeckn My3sent - AceHOBrpar
Historical museum - Asenovgrad

&m\g

Asenovgrad

1 “Akad. N. Haitov” Sq.

tel. 0331 / 62250

Working hours: 8:30 - 17:00
(Monday - Friday)

10:00 - 16:00 (Saturday and Sunday)

The museums of Asenovgrad also rouse
interest. The urban historical museum is lo-
cated in a building, constructed in 1895 as an
“Office of the Army Officer”. The museum
exhibition includes more than 1000 exponents,
related to the history of the region.

[TasreoHTOJIOTMIYEH MYy3€Tt
Paleontological museum

QM

Asenovgrad

212, "Badelema” Str.

tel. 0331 / 63736

Working hours: 9:00 - 17:00
(Tuesday - Friday)

9:00 - 16:00 (Saturday)

The Paleontological museum of Aseno-
vgrad is unique for Bulgaria and one of the
best in Europe. The impressive collection
represents an exceptional scientific and cul-
tural opulence. Apart from the corals, the
Ammonoidea and other fossil invertebrates,
the collection presents fossil mammals more
than anything else. Due to its volume, this is
the largest collection of vertebrates from the
Neogene period in Bulgaria.

[lozoBop N2 BG161P0001/3.2-02/2011/012

AceHoBaTa KperocT e 6e3CIIOPHO eVH OT
HaVl-MHTepeCHUTe CTOPUYEeCKU U KyJITY PHI
TIaMeTHMIIV B parioHa Ha AceHosrpa,. Vsrpa-
IleHa e Ha HeIIPUCTBIIHA CKaJla B HA4aJIOTO
Ha ITpoxopa, cebpsBall Tpakns c bertomopn-
eTo. ElMHCTBEHO JI0CThITHA € OT oro3ariaj,
3aToOBa TaM e M3rpazleHa KpeIloCTHa CTeHa.
KperocTTa e chillecTByBasia o1lie 110 BpeMeTo
Ha TpaKuTe, IIpeycTpoeHa e oT BusaHTuis
npes IX Bek, 3a Ja oxpaHsiBa Bparara Ha be-
JIoMopcKus rmpoxo. Kpenocrra e mpurexa-
BajIa COOCTBEHA apMMsL U aIMMUHVCTPALIVISL.
Hapeuena e Ha nap VBan Acen II, konTo g
YKpeTBa, KaKTO CBUJIETeIICTBA M3 BIOaHVISAT
B ckaslata Hapmvc. Kperocrra e npes3emana
OT KPBbCTOHOCLIVTE I10 BpeMeTo Ha YeTBbp T
KpbcTOHOCeH 11oxofl,. Tosa, ue KpemocTTa e
Ow1a BBB BiIaZleHMe Ha TpaKW, PUMISHIY,
BU3AHTUWIN, KPBCTOHOCIN, OBJIrapu u
OCMaHIIM, KaKTO ¥ HaMepeHUTe OT BCUYKU
Iepuoau Ha oOuTaBaHe apXeoIOTMdecKm
HaxOIKW, IIPaBAT CpeTHOBeKOBHaTa AceHoBa
KPeIIOCT eJTHO OT HaVi-IIpeIIoYnTaHITe MecTa
3a IocellleHNe B parioHa Ha AceHOBIrpaj,.

e

; AceHoBa KperocT

Asen’s fortress
QM&

2 km from Asenovgrad
Plovdiv — Asenovgrad 18 km

T

Asen’s fortress is without question one of
the most interesting historical and cultural
monuments of the Asenovgrad region. It was
built upon an inaccessible rock, located in the
beginning of passage which connects Thrace
with the Aegean. The fortress is accessible
only from the southwest; for that reason,
a fortification wall was constructed there.
The fortress even existed during the time of
the Thracians. Later it was reconstructed in
the IX century, by the Byzantine Empire in
order to guard the gateway to the Aegean
passage. The fortress possessed its own army
and administration. It was named after tzar
Ivan Asen II, who additionally strengthened
it as one of the carved in the wall signs says.
The fortress was conquered by the Crusaders
during the Fourth Crusade. The fact that the
fortress was owned by Thracians, Romans,
Byzantines, Crusaders, Bulgarians and Ot-
tomans in addition to the discovered finds
from each period, make it one of the most
preferred spots for visitation in the region
of Asenovgrad.
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BavyKOBCKMST MaHACTVP, HAMMpALIL Ce He-
masred oT ACeHOBIPajl, € BTOPVST ITO TOJIeMI-
Ha MaHacTup B berrapws, eqyH ot Hay-roce-
IaBaHMTe U HounTany Ha baikanure. ToBa,
KOeTOo Harvi-Beue IIPUBJIYa OOroMoJIIInTe, €
VIKOHaTa Ha boropomuita BiraxepHcka, 00Ko-
BaHa CbC Cpebpo, CMsITaHa 3a YyO0TBOPHA.

B xpast Ha 11 Bek B MaHacTMpa ce Cb3laBa
n3BecTHaTa [leTprioHcKka KHVDKOBHA ITIKOJIA
- Ha3BaHWVETO ITPOV3XO0XKIIa OT ChCeTHATA Kpe-
rioct Terprra. B MaHacTvpa HaMypa OfICIIOH
naTpuapx EBTviMmiz criern mpeB3eMaHeTO Ha
TBpHOBO OT TypILIUTE.

VI3KITIOUMTEITHO MHTEPECHW Ca CTEHOIVI-
CUITe B Tparre3apisiTa, KOUTO CIIOpeT CIIelTia-
JIMCTUTE ChIIEPHMYAT C Te3U BbB BeymkaTa
naBpa , CB. Atanacuit” B CBera ropa. B ceoma
ce pasrphIIaT KIIOHKWUTe Ha ,JIspBoTo Vecee-
BO" - pomocIIoBHO AbpBo Ha Mcyc Xpucroc.
IToxpar Hero ca M3MVCaHV 0Opa3uTe Ha aH-
TUYIHY PVITOCO(DV V1 IIVICATENVI — APUCTOTE]T,
Coxpar, [IyioreH, KOUTO ce pasmIexaar KaTo
IIpeITeyn Ha XPUCTUSHCTBOTO, 8 MBIPOCTTa
VIM Ce CBhIIOCTaBS C Tasy Ha OmbrerickmTe
HPOPOLIL.

baukoBckm MaHacTUp
Bachkovo Monastery

L GIED~_

9 km from Asenovgrad

> tel.: 0332 /722 77

The Bachkovo Monastery, situated close to
the city of Asenovgrad, is the second largest
monastery in Bulgaria. It is one of the most
visited and most honoured monasteries on
the Balkans. What attracts the worshipers
the most is the icon of the Virgin Vlahern-
ska, plated with silver, and believed to be
miraculous.

In the end of 11 century, the Petritsionska
Literary School is founded in the monastery.
The name of the school comes from the neigh-
bouring fortress Petrich. In the monastery,
Patriarch Evtimiy found shelter after the
conquering of Tarnovo by the Turks.

Exceptionally interesting are the frescoes
in the dining room, which according to the
experts can compete with those in the Mon-
astery of the Great Lavra “St. Athanasius”
on the Mount Athos. The vault arch unfolds
the branches of “Jesse Tree” or the family
tree of Jesus Christ. Around it, one can find
inscribed images of ancient philosophers and
writers - Aristotle, Socrates, Diogenes, who
are regarded as precursors of Christianity.
It is worth mentioning that their wisdom is
compared with that of the Biblical prophets.
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VI3KITIOUMTEITHO IHTEePeceH O0eKT [10 aBy-
obasa Kpymoso B oOrmyea Poormit e mysest
Ha Amanmsita. Cp3ganes npes 1991 r., Ton
IIpefyIara Ha jro0OorTHMTe roceTnTer 6800
eKCIIOHaTa 1 65 jleTaTeJIHM allapaTa — CaMo-
JIeTU, BepPTOJIeTH, O€3MOTOPHM CaMOJIeTH,
panvoperietHy cTaHIy. My3esiT IpuTeXaBa
u JocTa yHUKaTH. TykK ce cbxpaHsiBa caMo-
JIeTHT, KOHCTpyVpaH oT ObnrapvHa 'eopru
Boxxwuros nipe3 1912 . - camo 9 ronmHM ci1ef,
ITBPBME TTOJTET Ha Opatst Parit. BoxwHOB He
ycIsiBa Jla HalIpaBy caMojieTa BefiHara I10-
pany nuIica Ha (PMHAHCOBYU CpeICTBa U IO
nocrpossa rpe3 1926 r. Touno To3m camosieT
ce nasu B Kpymoso. Enun ot Havi-mHTepec-
HUTe eKCIIOHATH, KOMTO MOrar [ia ce BUMIAT,
e xuaporuianbT Apano 196 A3 Akyia. Tosu
CaMOJIeT e eVHCTBEHVIST II0 POJia CH, 3arla3eH
B cBeta. HsMa mpyr myser, KOVTO npure-
’KaBa caMoJjIeT OT To3u TuIl. [Ipyr yHuKaT e
CITyCKaeMIISIT aTlapaT Ha KOCMITIecKis Kopab
,,Cp103 33", c xoviTo IIpe3 1979 1. e ocbIecTBEH
IIOJIETHT Ha ITbPBUSA OBITapcKy KOCMOHABT
l'eopru VBanoB.

My3ent Ha aBuarnysita
Museum of aviation

LGN~

Village of Krumovo, Plovdiv Region
tel.: 032 636 677
www.airmuseum-bg.com

Summer working hours: 9:00 - 17:00
Winter working hours: 9:00 - 16:00
Wednesday - Sunday

Exceptionally interesting spot, not far
away from the air base “Krumovo”, in the
municipality of Rhodope, is the Aeronau-
tical Museum. Established in 1991, it pro-
vides to the curious visitors 6800 items and
65 flying machines (aircrafts, helicopters,
engineless aircrafts, radio-location stations).
The museum possesses also many unique
objects. It keeps the airplane constructed by
the Bulgarian Georgi Bozhinov in 1912, just
nine years after the first flight of the Wright
brothers. However, Bozhinov did not succeed
in constructing the plane immediately, due
to lack of financial resources. That is why
he built it in 1926 and the exact plane is still
keptin Krumovo. One of the most interesting
exhibits, which can be seen, is the Arado - 196
A3 Shark hydroplane. It is worth mentioning
there is no other museum in the world which
possesses such aircraft. Another unique ob-
ject is the original landing apparatus of the
spaceship “Sojuz - 33” with which the first
Bulgarian astronaut Georgi Ivanov realized
his first flight in 1979.

=] 23 | Povdiv@©Via Diagonalis
Contract N2 BG161P0001/3.2-02/2011/012 come with friends!



il

Municipality of Plovdiv

gy - : ﬁNﬁ%‘*"‘d' Munét;mlﬂ}rpof Rodopi
me [:En'h’ "
s iy | | P Ancient fortress age?‘ of Plovdlv gy
st e B mmm“ﬁ“m = v Bivd ’%‘:
S % = iﬂﬂ}““‘“‘m— g Septemv BivC. % %" " Balkan Str.
5. Buars
g i &
= i St s
: Knyaz Bogoridl o

Qpalchenska Sir. :
E g 2 ':ﬁmw
i 5§ i
£ 2 »
E‘rnfrnnﬁ an%‘ansiu Sir 0@&% f.
% agl
%ﬁ. ,.'.;" Belashitsa
= !zﬁ
m 3 g&
of Asenavgrad % é 00 Maeggho. s It
Museurn of aviation '

St Uspenie

hno chureh r Asenovgrad Town Centre Map

g mhiog AsjoiN

% ch
| 1 Q
%, e R

Destinations

Plovediv - Asenowgrad 18 km = Arapovo monastery 12 km
Plovdiv - Belantash 50 km  Asenovgad - Muldava monastery 9 km
Plovdiv - Museurn of aviation 10 km  Asenovgrad - Asen's forress 2.5 km
Plowdiv - Belashiitsa monastery 11 km  Asenovgad - Bachkovo monastery 9 km



bemanTarn
Belantash

L GNED~
50 km from Plovdiv

TaviHCTBEHOCT M KpacoTa Kpue eIuH OT
HaVI-IHTepecHTe 00eKTV B paMKWTe Ha [lva-
roHayTHMS BT B Popomnire - benanTarm. ToBa
cKaJIHO Iw1aTo Ha 30 KM oT AceHoBrpas, 1
part 3a JTFoOMTeNM Ha IpMpoyIaTa M Thpcayun
Ha CVIH ycem;aHVIsi. BemanTarn e emHo OT
Havi-CTapuTe BVCIIIV CBETWIINITA HA TPaKITe,
cBBp3aHo ¢ 6or Cabasut. Y dorrosnre ThpcsT
TaM CJIedy OT M3BbH3eMHN 3apaayl MHOTO-
OpoViHUTe MarHUTHM aHOMAJIUN. ACTpPO-
HOMWTEe OTKPVBAT B MHOTOOPOVIHWTE SIMKI
oIJIelaTHO M300pakeHne Ha Ch3Be3/ANITa,
KaKBUT PBCTOBA TOpa M APYTO CBETVIINIIE —
Kapamkos kambK. MecTHa j1ereHIa cBbp3Ba
ckastaTa ¢ Bermikmst motomn 1 HoeBuist koBuer.
ITpeny orrTapa Ha LIEHTPAIHOTO IUIATO Ce Ha-
MUPpAT CKala C HepasTaIaHu 3HaIIVI, BEPOSITHO
IpeBHa MVCMEHOCT, KaKTO ¥ ApyTa CKajla C
dopmaTa Ha YoBelIIKa IJ1aBa — [TasuTersT Ha
CBETWJINIIIETO.

Mystery and beauty hide one of the most
interesting objects in the Diagonal road in the
Rhodope - Belantash. This is a rock plateau,
located 30 km from the city of Asenovgrad
and it is a definite paradise for nature lovers
and thrill seekers. Belantash is one of the
oldest supreme sanctuaries of the Thracians,
associated with God Sabazios. The ufologists
are inspired to look there for traces of aliens as
aresult of the numerous magnetic anomalies.
The astronomers find a mirror image of the
constellations as they were 8000 years ago
in the numerous pits. It is possible that the
sanctuary was an ancient astronomical ob-
servatory. The cult complex Belantash has no
analog on our land. It is possible that is it not
only a supreme sanctuary, but also a priestly
school. Belantash reveals a magnificent view
of an ancient road leading to the Cross Forest
and another sanctuary - Karadzhov Boulder.
A local legend relates the rock to the Great
Flood and the Noah’s Ark. Before the altar,
arock is situated on the central plateau. It is
interesting for the undeciphered symbols,
probably an ancient writings. Another rock
also grabs attention due to its shape of a hu-
man head - the Guardian of the Sanctuary.

Plovdliy @Via Diagonalis 26 =
come with friends! ﬂozoSo N2 BG161P0001/3.2-02/2011/012

MAPIIPYTU

ManacTupcKu Typ

1. Ilppxsa , CB. cB. KoHcTaHTVH 11
Enena”

2. VIkoHHa rajepus

3. KarenpaiieH xpam
,,CBeta boropopmiia”

4. ITppksa ,,Cs. JymuTsp”

5. ApMeHCKa ariocTosmyecka
ObpKBa

6. Karonaecka Katempaiia
,CB. Jlymsur”

7. Ippksa “Cs. Mapmaa”
8. PumMckm ctagmoH

9. [Ixymas pKamust

10. Curarora

11. ApanoBcKu MaHaCTUP
,CB. Hemerst”

12. MyJsimaBcKy MaHaCTUP
,,CB. IleTka”

13. benamieHcKr MaHaCTUP
,,CB. 'eopru [Tobemonocerr”

14. Xpawm ,,Cs. Ycrenue
Boropomyano”

15. Xpawm ,,Cs. Boropoamiia -
brraroserierve”

16. AceHOBa KperocT 1 ITbpKBaTa
,,CB. boropopmita - Ilerpraxa”

17. baukoBCcKM MaHaCTUP

Contract N® BG161P0001/3.2-02/2011/012

ROUTES

Monastery Tour

1. St. Konstantin and Elena church
2. Icon gallery

3. St. Bogoroditsa cathedral

4. St. Dimitar church

5. Armenian apostolic church

6. St. Ludwig catholic cathedral

7. St. Marina church

8. Roman stadium

9. Dzhumaya mosque

10. Synagogue

11. Arapovo monastery St. Nedelya
12. Muldava monastery St. Petka
13. Belashtitsa monastery

St. Georgi Pobedonosets

14. St. Uspenie Bogorodichno
church

15. St. Bogoroditsa - Blagoveshtenie
church

16. Asen’s fortress and St.
Bogoroditsa Petrishka church

17. Bachkovo monastery
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ManacTupcKkn Typ
Kparbk mapipyrt

1. IIspxsa “Cs. cB. KoHcTaHTMH 11
Ernena”

2. VIkoHHa rajepus

3. KarenpasieH xpam
,CBeta boropomyiia”

4. IIvpksa ,, Cs. dumursp”

5. ApMmeHcKa arrocTosdecka ITbpKBa
6. LIppxsa ,,CB. Mapmta”

7. Katonmuecka karegpasa ,Cs.
Jlymsur”

8. [I>xyMas KaMvist

9. CuHarora

10. AceHoBa KperocT 1 ITbpKBaTa
, CB. boropomma - ITerpraka”
11. Xpam ,,Cs. Ycnenune
Bboropomiraro”

12. BertarmeHcK MaHaCTUP
,,CB. I'eopru IToGemoHoCer”

Plovdiv Via Diagonalis
come with friends!

Monastery Tour
Short version

1. St. Konstantin and Elena church
2. Icon gallery

3. St. Bogoroditsa chathedral

4. St. Dimitar church

5. Armenian apostolic church
6. St. Marina church

7. St. Ludwig catholic cathedral
8. Dzhumaya mosque

9. Synagogue

10. Asen’s fortress and St.
Bogoroditsa Petrishka church

11. St. Uspenie Bogorodichno
church

12. Belashtitsa monastery
St. Georgi Pobedonosets

28 -
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ManacTupcku Typ

TypucTuaeckusT makeT BKJIIOYBA
MapIIPyTH 3a HOKJIOHHMYECKN Ty PU3bM
M IIOCEeNIeHMsS Ha BeJIM4YeCTBEeH
XpaMoOBe 1 BIleYaTJISBaIl/ peJIUTVI03HN
00eKTV Ha TepUTOpWMsTa Ha OOIIHITE
ITnnosams, AceHosrpan wu Pomomm.
MasnacTupcKusT Typ e Bu ripesesie rpes
PervoH, cMsiTaH KaTo IIpVMep 3a MUPHO
CBHKUTEJICTBO Ha Pa3sHOOOpa3HI eTHOCK
" Beponsnosenanys. EnaTte ¢ mpusitesm
7 II0eMeTe II0 ITbTUIIaTa Ha pas3IvaHnTe
permirum, 3a a ce OKOCHETe JI0 Iy XOBHOTO
0oraTcTBO Ha TEXHWTE CBEIIeHV OOUTeIIN.

CopemenHvT [ I1oBayB, pasnosoxeH
B ChpLIETO Ha Tpakms, e Hal-CTapusT
xuB rpan B EBporna. IToctpoen e okosio
cefleM XbJIMa — IIpouyTuTe IL1oBOMBCKM
TemeTa, KOUTO ca HepasgelHa 4acT OT
VICTOpWATa Ha rpajia. JKMBOTET ce 3apaxia
Ha Tpuxbimvmmero npeny ntosede ot 8000
roguHn. IIpe3 aHTUMYHOCTTA TpaKUTe
oburaBaT TpUXBIMMETO U IOCTPOSBAT
YKPpeIleHo ceJiuilie — Hay-rojemMus rpaj,
B Tpaxw. IIpes IV ek mp. Xp. Il1oBaus
e 3aBiagsgH oT Owvotu I MakemoHckM.
Criopert HAKOV M3TOYHWIIV TOVI [JaBa €THO
OT MHOTOOPOVIHITEe MMeHa Ha Tpaja -
DYINIIONOII M To 00rpakaa C ollle Mo-
BUICOKM M 37 paBV KPEIOCTHW CTEHMN.
ITo-KBCHO TpaKmTe CU BpBIIAT BJIACTTA,
HO CJIe]] ITopeaniia oT Ourtkm mpes I Bek
TOVI TIOIIajIa B rpaHminTe Ha PriMckaTa
nmMnepus. Karo vact ot Hesa [nosaus
(roraBa TpmumoHIIMYM) e OWMII BakeH
LIEHTHP Ha pyMCcKaTa IIpoBmHIVs Tpakis.
I'pambT e mpOLTbQTABATI, B HETO € KUIISUIO
MalllabHO CTPOUTEJICTBO Ha Crpaawu,
CchOpBXKeHMs, rbTria. OT ToBa BpeMe ca
OCTaHaJIV MHOXeCTBO J00Ope 3amazeHN
HaXOAKM — IaBUpPaHM YJIUIIV, KPEIIOCTHM
CTEeHVI, Crpajiyi, BOLOCHAOIMTEIIHA CrICTeEMa
VI KaHaJIM3aIys.
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Monastery Route

The tourist package includes routes
suitable for pilgrimage tourism and for
visits of majestic temples as well as for
visits of impressive religious spots on the
territory of the municipalities Plovdiv,
Asenovgrad and Rhodope. The monas-
tery tour will lead you through a region,
considered exemplary for the peaceful
coexistence of diverse ethnicities and re-
ligions. Come with friends, and take on
the roads of the various religions in order
to get a sense of the spiritual opulence of
the sacred cloisters.

The contemporary Plovdiv, situated in
the heart of Thrace, is the oldest living city
in Europe. The city was built upon seven
hills which are inseparable part of history
of Plovdiv. Life began on the Three Hills
more than 8000 years ago. In Antiquity,
the Thracians that inhabited the Three
Hills built a consolidated settlement - the
largest city in Thrace. In IV century B.C,
Plovdiv was conquered by Philip II of
Macedon. According to some of the sourc-
es, Philip gave one of the many names of
the city - Philipopol and enclosed it with
even higher and more solid fortified walls.
Later on, the Thracians reconquered the
city, but after a series of battles in the I
century, it fell within the borders of the
Roman Empire. As a part of the Empire,
Plovdiv (back than Trimontsium) was an
important centre of the Roman province
- Thrace. The city was flourishing with
the large-scale construction of buildings,
facilities and roads. Some well-preserved
finds from that period have remained -
paved streets, fortified walls, buildings,
water supply system and canalization.

Plovdliy @Via Diagonalis
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YHuKaIHa 1 JI00VMa 3a Ty PUCTITE YacT
Ha [10BIIVB € ApXMTEKTY PHO-VCTOPUYECKH-
a1 pesepsar ,, CtapuaeH ITnosous”. ToBa e
KOMIUIEKC, KbIETO Ha HETOJIsIMa IUIOII Ty PU-
CTVITE MOTAT A IO/ THAT B Pas/IVIH eIIOXV,
14 BUZIST aHTVYHV CTPaLIV, aflallTUPaH KbM
ChbBpPEeMEeHHWSI KVBOT, 7la YCeTST aTMocepa-
Ta B rpajia 1o BpeMe Ha Be3paxmgaHero. 3a
aTMocdepaTa Ha pe3epBara JIOIIPMHACAT He
CaMO aHTWYHWTE [TAMETHWIIN, HO M1 IIbPKBUTE.

Plovdiv Via Diagonalis
come with friends!

The Architectural-historical reserve “ An-
cient Plovdiv” is a unique and favorite for the
tourists side of Plovdiv. It is a compound,
where on a not large area the tourists can
come across different epochs, can see ancient
buildings, adapted for present day, and can
sense the atmosphere of the city from the
time of the Bulgarian Revival. Apart from
the ancient monuments, the churches are also
contributing for the atmosphere.
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II'vpxsara ,Cs. cB. KoHcTanTNH 1
Enena”
St. Konstantin and Elena church

Qy%_

24, "Saborna” Str., Old Plovdiv

tel.: 032/ 624 573

Open for visitation:

Summer working hours: 8:00 - 20:00
Winter working hours: 8:00 - 17:30

IIspxsara , Cs. CB. Koncrantun n Este-
Ha” e TocTpoeHa Ha MSICTOTO Ha Hall-CTapys
XPUCTVSTHCKM XpaM B [ I10BImB. XpUCTHsHCKO
CBETVIINIIIE € VIMaJIO Ha TOBa MSCTO OIIle B
Hauasioro Ha IV B. ITocTpoeHna e mpes 337
I. OT H.e. HeJlajlede OT MSICTOTO, KBIIETO 3a-
pamu BsIpata cu ca youTu 37 XpUCTUSHCKA
MbaeHVI. CBeTIMTe, M3BECTHY OIlle KaTo
dpwmmrronosicky, Ovn n3butn mpes 304 r.
IT0 BpeMeTo Ha VMITepaTop I oKileryaH npu
Xucap xanms, VsrounaTta nopra Ha KbCHO-
agTraana Oummnonor. Ispksata ,, Cs. Cs.
KoncranTs 1 EneHa” e npeycrporiBaH Hsi-
KOJIKO IThTY KaTO JTHeC e IleHeH peJTUIo3eH,
VICTOPWMYECKV M KyJITy peH [TaMeTHVK B Ipajia
Ha TeretaTa. T e v cpeft HavI-TIoceIaBaHMTe
OT OBITapCKM M UYXAeCTPaHHU TyPUCTHU
IpaBociiaBeH XpaM B [l1oBuB.

LIbpKOBHMAT OBOP € orpazieH ChbC 3ApaB
KaMeHeH 3U]1, JOCTUralll, oT 6 10 8 MeTpa Bu-
COYIHa, 3aBbPIIIBALLL C TEXBK TyXJ/IeH KOPH3.
ITocTpoeHM ca 1 HSIKOJIKO HOITBITHUTEITHU
CTpamy B ABOPa, KOMTO IIpWaBaT MaHaCTUP-
CKM BUII Ha KOMIDIEKCA.

XpaMbT BIIeUaTIsiBa C IIpeKpaceH IbPBO-
pe3beH nosaTeH 0apOKOB MKOHOCTAC U 13-
KJTFOUMTEITHO KPacyBy cTeroHmcH. PecraBpu-
paH e B Kpas Ha MUHAJIOTO XVUISIOJIETHE.

<
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The “St. Konstantin and Helena” church
was built on the place of the oldest Christian
temple in Plovdiv. There was a Christian
sanctuary on that place from the beginning of
IV century. It was constructed in 337 B.C, not
far away from the place, where 37 Christian
martyrs were killed because of their faith.
The saints, also known as “Filipopolski”,
were slaughtered in 304, during the reign of
the emperor Diocletian, at “Hisar Kapia”, the
Eastern gate of the late-antique Philipopol.
The “St. Konstantin and Helena” church was
reconstructed a couple of times and today is
a precious religious, historical and cultural
monument in the city of the seven hills. It
is also amongst the most visited Christian
temples in Plovdiv by Bulgarian and foreign
tourists.

The Church yard is enclosed by a 6 to 8
meters solid stone wall which finishes with
a heavy brick cornice. The various additional
buildings that were built add towards the
monastery look of the compound.

The temple impresses with a wonderful
gilt, wood-carved baroque iconostasis and
extraordinary beautiful frescoes. It was ren-
ovated in the end of the past millennium.

Plovdiv Via Diagonalis
come with friends!



VIxoHHa ranepuist
Icon gallery

L RNAD~_

22, "Saborna” Str.
tel.: 032 626 086

Summer working hours /May-October/: 9:30
- 12:30 and 13:00 - 18:00

Winter working hours /November-April/:
9:00 - 12:30 and 13:00 - 17:30

Day for a free-of-charge visit:
First Thursday of each month - for students

VIKkoHHaTa rajiepmsi ce IIoOMelraBa B ca-
MOCTOSITEJIHA Crpajia B IBOPa Ha Havi-CTapyst

IUIOBOVBCKN ITpaBOC/IaBEH XpaM — ITbpKBaTa

,,CB. CB. Koncrantux n Enena”. Borarara
€KCITO3WIINS BK/IIOYBA MKOHM OT CpeflaTa Ha
XV po xpasg Ha XIX Bek, IIpeaynMHO OT I0KHa
berrapns. Exkciosursita , Vikorn” e cb3ma-
neHa mpe3 1975 r.

Plovdliy @Via Diagonalis
come with friends!

The Icon gallery is situated in a separate
building in the yard of the oldest Orthodox
temple of Plovdiv - the “St. Konstantin and
Helena” church. The rich exhibition includes
icons, predominantly from Southern Bulgaria,
which date back from the middle of XV cen-
tury until the end of XIX century. The “Icons”
exhibition was created in 1975.

[lozoBop N2 BG161P0001/3.2-02/2011/012

LIspksata , Csera boroponuia”, matpu-
apIIrecKaTa, 3aeMa BayKHO MsCTO B bopbara 3a
IIbpKOBHA He3aBucyumocT. Ha 25 nexemspu
1859 r., PoxxmecTBo Xp1cTOBO, MUTPOIIOJIUT
ITavicyt 1 XpaMOBYAT CBellleHVIK 1011 371aTaH
OTCIIY XXMM B XpaMa IrpasHudHata CseTa
JIutyprus 3a IepBu BT Ha IIBPKOBHOCIIA-
BSHCKM e3vK. Crie cTy»k6aTa MUTPOITOINTHT
00sIBIUI, Ue HETOBOTO IIACTBO Ce OTpIda OT
Lapurpagckms narpuapx. Tosa 6wio rorsimMo
IIOCTVDKEeHVe Ha IUIOBAVBCKUTe ObITapy B
OGopbaTa MM 3a ITbPKOBHA HE3aBMCUMOCT.
XpamoBuAT IrpasHuK e Ha 15 aBrycr. Beuep-
Ta IIpeqy Mpa3HIKa ce M3BBpIIBa OIleJIo Ha
ITpecsera boropomyiia v aTrist 0Kos10 Xpama
C IIareHuIaTa Ha boxmsara Marika.

Contract N® BG161P0001/3.2-02/2011/012

Karenpasen xpam
,,CBeta boropoxmmia”
St. Bogoroditsa cathedral

L GNED~_

6, “Saborna” Str., Old Plovdiv
tel.: 032/ 623 265
Open for visitation: 7:00 - 19:00

The Cathedral church “Uspenie na Sveta
Bogoroditsa” (The Assumption Cathedral
Church) takes a very important place in the
Bulgarian war for church independence. On
the 25th of December 1859, Christmas day,
the bishop Paisiy and the church priest Zla-
tan performed for a very first time a festive
Holly liturgy in a Church-Slavonic language.
After the service, the bishop announced that
his congregation renounces the Byzantine
patriarch. This was a great achievement for
the Plovdiv’s Bulgarians in their struggle for
church independence. The temple’s holiday is
the 15th of August. On the evening before the
holiday, the church commits a service which
honours the Holly Mother of God and does
a ritual around the temple with the cloth of
the Holly Mother.
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OcHoBute Ha xpama ,,Cs. Jumursp” ca
noyioxxeHn mpeay 800 roguHM, IO BpeMeTo
Ha nap VBan AceH II. B cerammms cu By,
IIbpKBaTa e ocBeTeHa Ha 18 sHyapn 1838 . Ot
1922 no 1964 T. xpaMbT e 0w OTIameH Ha Py-
CKaTa IIpaBOCiIaBHA ITEPKBA, CJIETT KOEeTO e 01T
3aTBopeH. LppKkBarta e TprkopabHa Oasvvka
C IIPUTBOP M ITOCTPOVIKM B [IBOPa, KOETO TaBa
OCHOBaHMe Ja ce CM4Ta, 4e ITbpKBaTa e OvuIa
YacT OT MaHACTMPCKY KOMIUTEKC. B mBopa Ha
XpaMa VMa ITapaKJIVIC, ITOCBeTeH Ha CBETUTe
mpueHMm Knpuk n KOmmra, xmcapamiia,
JIOM 3a CBeIIleHVIKa U asi3MO.

VHmKaneH 1o cBosita M3paboTKa e Mpa-
MOPHMST MKOHOCTAC Ha XpaMa, MHKPYCTU-
paH c KaMeHHa pe30a. AMBOHBT, KOJIOHITE U
BJIQIIVITIKVAT TPOH Ca CBINO M3paboTeHm OT
KaMBK. VIKOHOCTacC OT MpaMoOp He e Xapak-
TepHa 3a Berapws TpamuIis - OcBeH B IUIO-
BIIVIBCKaTa ITbpKBa , CB.AvMuTBEp” ce cpera
olIlle caMo B Karempasara ,Cs. AjlekcaHIbp
HeBckn” 11 B ITbpKBaTa B ceJIo JJoObpeKo Kpart
bermia. XpamoBaTa MKOHa e ChC cpe0bpeH
00OKOB OKOJIO JIMIIETO Ha CB. [JAIMUTEHD.

IIspxsa ,,C. Aymurbp”
St. Dimitar church

&:/m

1, "Todor Samodumov” Str., Old Plovdiv
tel.: 032/ 622 036
Open for visitation: 7:00 - 19:00

The foundations of the “St. Dimitar” tem-
ple were laid 800 years ago, during the reign
of tzar Ivan Asen IL In its current appear-
ance, the church was consecrated on the 18th
of January 1838. From 1922 until 1964, the
temple was given up to the Russian Ortho-
dox Church; after this period, it was closed.
The church is a three-naved basilica with
a narthex and buildings in the yard. This
gives reasons to be believed that the church
was part of a monastery compound. In the
yard of the church, one can come across a
chapel (dedicated to the holy martyrs Kirik
and Iulita), a sexton’s office, a priest’s home
and a holy spring.

One can also see a unique iconostasis, in-
crusted with stone fretwork. The pulpit, the
columns and the bishop’s stall were also made
of stone. It should be noted that an iconostasis
made of marble is not a typical Bulgarian tra-
dition. Apart from the “St. Dimitar” church,
it can be only found in the “St. Alexander
Nevski” cathedral and in the church in the
village of Dobarsko, close to Belitza. The tem-
ple’s icon has a silver lining, placed around
the face of St. Dimitar.
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ApMeHCKa arioCcTojIim4ecka IbpkKBa O

Armenian apostolic church

QM\_

2, "Turist” Str., Old Plovdiv
tel.: 032/ 632 804
Open for visitation: 9:00 - 17:00

ApMeHcKaTa arrocTorigecKa ITbpksa ,, Cee-
v KeBopk” (1828 1.) e [TocTpoeHa oT apMeH-
ckv MavicTopy oT Masta Asvist. KM To3m xpam
vMa J1Ba napaxymca - ,,Csetnt Bapromomernt
v Tagen” u ,,Ceetnt Ctedpan”.

<
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The Armenian apostolic church - “St. Ke-
vork” (1828) was built by Armenian handy-
men from Asia Minor. Towards the temple,
one can find two chapels - “St. Bartolomeo
and Thaddeus” and “St. Stefan”.

Plovdiv Via Diagonalis
come with friends!
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B nmopnoxmero na Crapus rpap, ce Ha-
MuUpa KaTegpasaTa , Cetn Jlymsur” - equa
OT OCHOBHWTE ¥ Ha-TOJIEMM KaTOJIMUYECKM
xpaMoBe B bbirapyst. XpaMbT HOCV IMETO Ha
kpastst Ha @paHIIys, IIpOBB3IIACeH 3a CBETeL]
IIOpaIV M3KITIOUNTETHIS CU TOOposieTeIIeH
VI peIIVITVIO3€H JKMBOT, IIPVUIVYALL ITI0Bede Ha
JKMBOTa Ha MOHAaX.

Karenpasara e pecraBpupaHa u 3abeJte-
JKUTeITHATa Vi apXUTeKTypaTa s IpeBphIlia B
e[IHa OT Hay-IIpVBJIeKaTeIHITE IIOCTPOVIKI
Ha rpaga. Ha ropHara 11 9acT e mocraseH
YaCOBHVIK C SIPKV I[BETOBE, CUIMETPWYHO OT
JIBeTe My CTpaHW ca pa3IoJIoXKeH CTaTyw,
KOJIOHM U JeKOpaTVBHI eJleMeHT.

KarempasiaTa e ImocTpoeHa IIO IIPOEKT
Ha PUMCKISI apXUTeKT AJIPOHCO, eaMH OT
HaVI-ToOpWITe II03HABAYV Ha FTOTUIECKS CTIIT
n apxuTekTypa. OCHOBMUTE 71 ce TTOCTaBAT
mpe3 1858 r. OT ToraBalIHMA enMcKOI AHI-
pent Kanosa, oceTena e Ha 25 mapt 1861 r.
Criopeq mperaHveTo 3 BeKa II0-paHO Ha TOBa
MSICTO € MMaJIo MaJjIka KbIIa, KbIeTO ca ce
CBOVIpasVi OOrOMOJIIIVI TTABJIVKSTHI, TIPUIETTN
KaToImgecKaTa Bspa. ToBa CBUIETEIICTBO
MIBa OT apXMEIIMCKOII AM6pocm71, KOWTO
IocelraBa MsCTOTO Irpe3 1565 T.

Plovdiv Via Diagonalis
come with friends!

KaTosmyecka kaTempaia
,CB. Jlymsur”
St. Ludwig catholic cathedral

QM

3, "Knyaginya Maria Luiza” Blvd.
tel. 032/650 291

Open for visitation:

8:00 - 12:00 and 16:00 - 18:30

The “St. Ludwig” cathedral can be found
at the foot of the Old Town. It is one of the
main and most important catholic temples
in Bulgaria. The temple is named after the
king of France, proclaimed a saint due to
its extraordinary virtuous and religious life.

The cathedral is renovated and its remark-
able architecture makes it one of the most
attractive buildings in the city. A clock with
bright colours is situated on the cathedral’s
top end; statues, columns and decorative
elements are put in a symmetrical manner
on the clock’s both sides.

The Cathedral was built after the design
of the roman architect Alfonso, one of the
best connoisseurs of the gothic style and ar-
chitecture. Cathedral’s foundations were laid
during 1858 by the back-than Bishop Andrey
Kanova and it was consecrated on the 25th
of March 1861. According to the myth, 3 cen-
turies earlier, there was a small house where
worshippers-Catholics were gathering. This
record comes from the archbishop Ambrosias
who visited the place in 1565.

[lozoBop N2 BG161P0001/3.2-02/2011/012

Ispxsa , Cs. Mapwra”
St. Marina church

QX@@\_

7, Dr. G. Valkovich Str.
tel.: 032/623 276
Open for visitation: 7:00 - 20:00

B tuxa ynuuka B nienThbpa Ha Inosnus
ce HaMIMpa MUTpOIOIUTCKKs xpaMm ,Ceera
Mapwma”. Kpacus mspBope3oeH MKOHOCTaC
NpVBJIMYa BHUMaHMeTO Ha ITOCeTUTesInTe.
BB300HOBEH e KaTO MUTPOIIONIUTCKU XpaM
npes3 1853 rogyHa BbpXy OCTaHKUTE OT Cpel-
HoBeKoBHa 4epkBa oT XVI Bek. Tyk e equn
OT Ham-IIeHHNUTe Pe300BaH MKOHOCTACH OT
opexoBo AbpBO ¢ AbpkuHa 21 merpa. Hap,
CeBepHIIsI BXO]], ce M3/ra MHOToeTakHa Jbp-
BeHa KaMbOaHapwsl, m3rpageHa Ipes 1870 r.
CbC cBOeoOpasHa 3a OBbJIrapcKuTe TPaguITN
apXuUTeKTypa.

The “St. Marina” church is situated in a si-
lent street in the centre of Plovdiv. A beautiful
wooden-made iconostasis grabs the attention
of visitors. The church is renewed as a met-
ropolitan temple in 1853 on the remains of a
medieval church from XVI century. Here, one
can come across one of the most precious 21
metres high, wood-carved iconostasis, made
of walnut. Above the northern entrance, there
is a multi-floor wooden belfry, constructed
in 1870, with architecture, typical for the Bul-
garian tradition.
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Txymast xamuast
Dzhumaya mosque

QM_

2, Zhelezarska Str.
tel.: 032/629 097; 032/621 137
Open for visitation: 6.00 - 23:00

Pasmonoxenara mo I'maBHaTa mmerexomHa
ynvna, [Kymast mKaMis e TIIaBHVSIT MIO-
croyIMaHCKM XpaMm B I Ttonms. Vsguraara e
Ha MSICTOTO Ha KaTe[pajTHaTa IIOBAVBCKA
1ppksa ,Ceera IleTka TppHOBCKa”, cCKOpO
C71ey1 3aBIa/IABaHeTo Ha rpajia OT OCMaHCKaTa
apmmst (1363-1364 r.). o BpemeTo Ha cyiTaH
Mypan II (1421-1451) crapara crpama 6wta
cpbopeHa M Ha HEVIHO MsICTO e M3IuUrHaTa
IHeITHaTa HKaMisI, HapeueHa [ Kymast Ka-
MUsL - IIeTHYHA JKaMVISL.

Mxymas [Ixamyist e eHa OT HalI-CTapyuTe
OCMaHCKV NOcTpoviky Ha bankanure. T e n
Cpeyt Hall-ToJIeMITe — BHYIIIMTE THA IIPaBOb-
T'bJIHA CTPaJia, YUMTO CAJIOH Ma pasMepu 33
Ha 27 meTpa. ['pafieXXbT 11 II0Ka3Ba BIIVSHIe-
TO Ha BU3aHTMVICKaTa M CTapoOBIrapckara
apXWTeKTypHa TeXHVKa — [Ba IUIacTa Ty XJIN
ca M33WIaHy CJIef] BCeKM IUTACT JIsTaH KaMBK.
MuHapeTo e OpUTIVHaIHO JIEKOPUPaHO — C
YepBeHN TYXJIV BbPXy OsIa Mas3wiiKa, od-
OpMSIIM MpeXkecTa fekoparys. Ha rorosa-
IagHMs bI'bJI Ha dacajara, C msries KbM
LeHTpaIHW IUIoIa, pe3 1878 r. e mocTaseH
CITPHYEB YaCOBHVIK, JapeHie OT PycKM opu-
1lep, KapTorpad Ha nmieparop AjleKcaHIbp
11, xoviTO V1 710 [IHEC IIPOIBIDKaBa ja ITOKa3Ba
BpeMeTo.

Plovdliy @Via Diagonalis
come with friends!

The “Dzhumaya” mosque, the superior
Muslim temple of Plovdiv, is situated next
to the Main central street. It was elevated on
the place of the cathedral Plovdiv church “St.
Petka of Tarnovo”, after the conquering of
the city by the Ottoman army (1363 - 1364).
During the time of sultan Murad II (1421 -
1451), the old building was demolished and
the present day mosque was built (called
“Dzhumaya” mosque - the Friday Mosque).

The “Dzhumaya” mosque is one of the
oldest Ottoman constructions on the Balkans.
It is also among the biggest ones due to its
striking rectangular form and saloon with
size - 33 X 27 metres. Its construction repre-
sents the influence of the Byzantine and the
Old Bulgarian architectural technique - two
layers of bricks are put up after each layer
of carved stone. The minaret is originally
decorated, containing red bricks over white
plaster, which ultimately forms a netlike dec-
oration. A sun-dial which still indicates time
today was put on the southwest angle of the
fasade in 1878. An interesting fact about it is
that it is a donation from a Russian military
officer, cartographer of Emperor Alexander II.

[lozoBop N2 BG161P0001/3.2-02/2011/012
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Curarora
The synagogue
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13a, Tzar Kaloyan Str.

Contacts:

Jewish Organization Shalom - Plovdiv
tel.: 032/632 622

The temple is not open for visitations,
services are held every Friday:

17.00 - 19:00

CuaaroraTa B I ToBIUB € emyH OT mpeB-
HUTe ITaMeTHUIIM Ha KyJITypaTa B Tpaja.
ITepBUTe TaHHY 3a TOJISIMa eBpevicKa oOIII-
Hoct Brpaza gaTupat ot IlII-IV Bex or HoBaTa
epa, xorato Ilnosaus e Hapuyan Oymmno-
rtos1. ToBa e BUTHO OT OTKPUTUTE OCHOBU
Ha aHTWYHa CMHArora ¥ 3alla3eHy MO3aviKiu
¢ m300pakeHVe Ha 3/1aTeH CeIMOUVCIIEHVIK
/MeHOpa/ VI M3IMCaHU eBPEeVICKM VIMeHa.
CeranHara crpajia e iocrpoeHa rpes 1887 r.

B okostHOCTUTE Ha AceHOBrpan ce HaMU-
PaT M3KIIOYNTEJTHO MHTEePpEeCHV MaHacTpH,
KBOETO Ce CTUYAT XWIAAV IIOKJIOHHWIIN.

The synagogue of Plovdiv is one of the
ancient monuments of culture in the city. The
first data about the large Jewish community in
the city dates back to III-IV century B.C. when
the city was called Philipopol. This is evident
from the discovered foundations of an ancient
synagogue and from the preserved mosaics
which contain images of a golden menorah
and written Jewish names. The present day
building was constructed in 1887.
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Apamnoscku Magactup ,Cs. Hemersa”
Arapovo monastery St. Nedelya

QM

Village of Zlatovrah
6 km from Asenovgrad

Exceptionally interesting monasteries
which attract thousands of worshipers can
be found in the surroundings of Asenovgrad.
The renowned Arapovo monastery “St. Ned-
elya” is located close to the village of Zla-
tovrah, once called Arapovo. The monastery
is the only one of its kind as it was built in the
field during Ottoman times. The compound
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ITpouytusT Apanoscku MaHacTup ,,CB.
Henerns” ce HamMmpa Kpari cesto 371aTOBPBX,
Hapwm4aHo npenyu Aparnoso. Tovi e equrHcTBe-
HVST M3TPazieH B II0JIETO MaHaCTHIP TI0 BpeMe
Ha 0CMaHCKOTO BIajiiraectso. KoMIiekcrsT e
00sIBeH 3a TaMETHVIK Ha KyJITypara rpe3 1970-
Te. IlocTpoeH e npe3 1856 ropmHa ¢ BOJIHM
TapeHVsl Ha MeCTHOTO HacesteHue. ['pazer e
ot IOrosckm marvictopu, Hauesto cbc CTOSH
I'ymesckm. Brarocsiosusd 3a cTpoexa e gajt
MeCTHWST Oer1, 9msITO JIIo0vIMa KeHa, CIIope,
IIPeIaHIETO, Ce € M3JIeKyBala OT JIoIa OosrecT
OrmaromapeHvie Ha asg3MOTO B parioHa.

JIHec OT 1e/vst MaHaCTMPCKY aHCaMO'BII e
3aI1a3eHo caMo 3aIlafHOTO KPWJIO ChC CTOIIAH-
CKWTe CTpa/ivi Ha ITbPBIS €TaK VI KVUTUIITHIATE
TIOMeIlleHNsI ¢ YapAaly Ha BTopus. beira-
pWTe CTPOSIT MaHACTMpPa U KaTo KPeIocT,
Upes3 peyBaHe Ha MaJIKV ITPO30PIIV C TECHM
GovtaNIM. V3pa3 Ha GopyecKs IM Ay X ca 1
3ara3eHWTe CJIENN OT CTeHoIVC - bopbara Ha
CaMcoH ¢ Hy OMVICKVISI JTBB — CYIMBOJT Ha Hallla-
Ta 60p6a cperry nopobwurers. EnvHcrBeHaTa
3aIraseHa OT BpPeMeTO Ha XawIyTuTe KyJjla B
aHcaMO'bJTa e CBbp3aHa C IMETO Ha IIPOYy TV
Amnresn BoviBoga. Ts moTBBpXKI1aBa poJisiTa Ha
MaHacTvpa B bopbaTa cpely opoomTers.
YHUKaIHMTE CTEHOIMCH B ITbPKBaTa, AeJI0
Ha eopru [Tardos 3orpadmHa, ca c Spka
aTPUOTMYHA HaCOYEHOCT - 1300paseHm ca
OBIrapcKuTe MaTpyapCy ¥ CBETIIN.

Plovdliy @Via Diagonalis
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was declared as a monument of culture dur-
ing the 70s. It was constructed by a team of
“Iugovski” handymen, managed by Stoyan
Gudevski. Something worth mentioning is
that an official “blessing” for the construc-
tion was given by the local bey, whose wife,
according to the myth, was cured from a
serious disease, thanks to the holly-spring
in the region.

Nowadays, the only preserved parts from
the whole monastery ensemble are the agri-
cultural buildings of the first floor as well as
the dwellings of the second one. The Bulgar-
ians built the monastery so as to function as
a fortress by alternating small windows with
narrow fortification towers. An expression of
the Bulgarian fighting spirit is the preserved
signs of a mural painting which describes
the battle of Samson with the Nubian lion.
The importance of the mural paintings is
that it is a symbol of the Bulgarian struggle
against the enslaver. The only preserved,
from the times of the haiduks, tower in the
monastery ensemble is related to the name
of the renowned Angel voivoda. The tower
confirms the role of the monastery in the
struggle against the enslaver. The unique
mural paintings in the church, prepared by
Georgi Danchov “the Icon-Painter” contain
a bright patriotic orientation as they show
Bulgarian patriarchs and saints.

[lozoBop N2 BG161P0001/3.2-02/2011/012

Manactupsr ,,Cs. [leTka” xpari cerio My
JaBa Bb3HVKBa B Kpasi Ha Broporo berrapcko
mapctBo. Tovi ce crioMeHaBa B aceHOBIPaji-
CKUTe XpOoHMKM oT 1519 - 1538 r. mox uMeTo
,,CB. ITapackepa”. Har-BeposiTHO Ta3u MaJika
MaHacTVpcKa obuTen e crpoena rpes Cperi-
HOBEKOBWETO — 110 BpeMeTo Ha Ijap VlBaH
AjrexcaHIBbp, KOMTO IIEAPO e IofIoMaral
MaHacTVpuTe. MaHaCTUPBT e OV TPY ITBTH
paspyIaBaH OT IIOPOOWTEIINTE W CJle], TOBa
BB3CTAHOBSBAH OT PONOJIIOOVBY OBIIrapm.
3amaseHMAT KTUTOPCKY HaJIVIC Haf, BXO-
HaTa BpaTa CBUJIETEJICTBa, Y€ IIOCIIeHOTO
Bb3CTaHOBdBaHe e cTaHaslo Iipe3 1836 r. B
cperaTa Ha MaHACTUPCKMS JBOP Ce M3Oura
IIPOCTOPHA ¥ BUCOKA IIbPKBa C OOIIMPHO
npensepyie. OcobeHo MHTepecHa e OTKpUTaTa
apKajia, ToATbpP)KaHa OT cefleM 3WIaHu Ko-
sionHm. Ha 1oromsrouHms it Kpavi ce M3BUCsBa
kambaHapwmsiTa. B MaHacTUpa e 3amaseHo
cKpuBajmMineTo Ha Artocrosia Bacvut JTescki.
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Mynpmasckm MmaHacTup ,Cs. [Terka’
Muldava monastery St. Petka

L QWA

Village of Muldava
4 km from Asenovgrad

The “St. Petka” monastery, located close
to the village of Muldava, appears during the
times of Second Bulgarian Kingdom. It was
mentioned in the Asenovgrad Chronicles
(1519-1538) under the name “St. Paraskeva”.
This tiny monastery cloister was most proba-
bly constructed in medieval times, more pre-
cisely during the time of tzar Ivan Aleksandar,
who was known for his generous support for
monasteries. The monastery was demolished
three times by the enslavers and was respec-
tively restored by patriotic Bulgarians. The
preserved “church-donor” sign declares that
the last restoration happened in 1836. In the
middle of the monastery yard, one can find
the spacious and high church, which contains
an extensive porch. Something of particular
interest is the discovered arcade, held up by
seven brick-layered columns. On the south-
east end of the monastery, one comes across
the belfry. Something of interest is that the
hiding-place of the Apostle Vasil Levski is
preserved within the monastery.

Fe
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VI3KITIOUMTeTHO MHTEpeCceH M C TbJira
vcTopus, e benamenckuaT ma"actup ,,CB.
I'eopru ITobemonocerr”. MaHacTUpPHT e m3-
rpageH mpe3 1020 r. oT BU3aHTUIICKMS BOe-
HavaHVK Hukndop Kendnii - yrpasuren
Ha @wmronosn ot 1018 r. Criopers jiereHgaTa
Kendpnit viva roysiv mprHoC 3a MopakeHe-
To Ha 1ap Camyw mpe3 1014 r. B GuTKaTa
npu berracuiia IraHwWHa, THVI KaTo ce SIBUJT
B TiUIa My. B 3HaKk Ha GJraromapHOCT vIMIIe-
patop Bacwmmiz II momapmt Ha Hukndop
Kendwniz 15 000 ot mwienenmure Camynio-
BuTe BOVHUIMN. [T0-KBCHO Te3M IIeHHUII
OCHOBasI cesTo beracmita, K0eTo IO-KbCHO
Hapekm benammira. OcTaHKM OT ABOpera —
kpentocT Ha Hukndop Kendnr, viva 61130
1o 1000-rogyHs arHap, F0KHO OT CEJIOTO.
brmso mo ceosita Kperioct Kendpwara cbrpamit
MaHacTupa 1 ro rmocsetwwi Ha Ceetn 'eopru
IToGemonocerr.

MaHacTMPCKMSAT KOMIUIEKC Ce ChCTOVI OT
YepKBa, apaKiIiC, XVITMIITH VI CTOTIaHCK
crpagy. Yepksata e emHoKopaOHa, eHOa0-
CUIIHA, C BBTPEIIIEH VI OTKPUT IPUTBOP, Oe3-
KYTIOJTHA 71 0€e3 CTeHOIVICY, IIOCTpOeHa IIpe3
1838 r. [Tox OTKpUTHMS IPUTBOP € asi3MOTO,
KOETO Ce CM#ITa 3a 9y IOTBOPHO, OCTAaHAJIO OIIle
OT OCHOBaBaHETO Ha MaHaCTHpa.

z,

Village of Belashtitsa

IToGemorocerr”
Belashtitsa monastery St. Georgi
Pobedonosets

QM

11 km from Plovdiv

The Belashtenski monastery “St. Georgi
Pobedonosets” is also interesting due to its
long history. The monastery was builtin 1020
by the byzantine military leader - Nikiforous
Ksifias, a governor of Philipopol from 1018.
According to the legend, Ksifias had a great
contribution for the defeat of tzar Samuil in
1014 in the battle of Belasitsa since Ksifias's
army appeared in Samuil’s rear. As a token
of appreciation, emperor Vasilios gave away
to Ksifias 15 000 of Samuil’s warriors. Later
on, the captives founded the village of Be-
lasitsa, which they later called Belashtitza.
Remains of the palace-fortress of Nikiforous
Ksifias, can be found in close proximity to a
1000 years old sycamore, located south from
the village. Close to its fortress, Ksifias built
the monastery and dedicated it to St. Georgi
Pobedonosets.

The monastery compound consists of a
church, a chapel, dwellings and agricultur-
al buildings. The church, built in 1838, is
one-naved, apsidal, with internal and open
narthex. Furthermore, the church is without a
dome and without mural paintings. Under the
open narthex, one can find the holy-springs,
which remained since the foundation of the
monastery and believed to be miraculous.
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AceHOBTpaJt e HalI-TOJIEMVIST Tpas,
B Posorre. Hapuuar ro maskust Ve-
PYyCaIVIM — B HETO U B OKOJTHOCTHUTE MY
ce Hamwpart 250 ITbpKBY V1 ITapaKIIvca,
KaKTO M CefleM MaHacTMpa.

EnHa oT Hay-BIIeYaT/IBaITe ITHPKBU B
rpamga e ,,CB. Ycrnenne boropogmnuano”, Ha-
pruana oirte Mecoxopa /cpenuisa/, v
Bribokara /oHexe e BkomaHa/ . LIppkBaTa
ce CMsITa 3a Ham-CTapysi EHOPUMCKM Xpam
B rpajia, Makap 4e MVICMEHN CBeIeHUs 3a
Hesi iMa efgBa oT 1720 r. Br3oOHOBeHa e 1pe3
1765-1766 T. BLpXy OCHOBUTE Ha CpeHOBe-
KOBEH XpaM.

i
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Asenovgrad is the largest city in
the Rodope Mountains. People call
it the small Jerusalem as it has in its
vicinity 250 churches and chapels as
well as 7 monasteries.

| it R &
Xpam ,,Cs. Ycrienne boropomyramo”
St. Uspenie Bogorodichno church

QX%—

Asenovgrad

village of Gorno Voden
25 “Sveti Kirik” Str.

One of the most impressive churches in
the city is “St. Uspenie Bogorodichno” (The
Assumption of the Holy Mother), also called
“Mesohora” (the middles one) or the “Deep”
(because it is digged into the ground). The
church is considered to be the oldest parish
temple in the city, although there are written
evidence that claim that church exists only
just since 1720. It was restored in 1765-1766
on the foundation of a medieval temple.
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f Xpawm ,,CB. boroponuiia -
Birrarosemiexdme”
St. Bogoroditsa — Blagoveshtenie
church
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Asenovgrad

Xpamsbt ,,CB. boropopmuiia - birarosenie-
HUe” e eHOPUIICKY, HO B MHAJIOTO e OwI
vMOT Ha baukoBkyst MaHacTp. Kato Takbss ce
CIIOMeHaBa B vicTopudeckuTe n3sopu. Hapu-
4a ce omte PribHaTa TbpKBa, 3apaay pubdnre,
KOWTO MOTAT fia Ce BUST B asi3MOTO. XpaMbT
e crpoen nipe3 XII-XIII B., HO OT IIBpPBOHA-
YaJjIHVA TpajieX 4O HaIllyl JHY e 3ara3eHa
CaMo 4acT OT abcuHaTa CTeHa C [IBe CJIeNN
IBYCTBITaJTHV HUIIIA.

OcBeH IbpKBUTE MHTepec IpefiCcTa-
BJIABAT W MTapaK/IVICUTe, Pa3IIoIOKeHV
Kpart AceHoBrpazl. Ham-mHTepeceH e
napaxmickT , Ceett Voan [perrreua”
(cB. SIm) (XI, XIII B), pas3moIoXeH B
3ara/THUTe IOKpaHVHY Ha ACeHOB-
rpaz. ITpousxogbT My gaTvpa KbM
XI-XIII Bex. 3acBomeHMUTe, By CThIIA/I-
HVI HUII ca Oesler Ha ITbPKOBHOTO
CTPOWTEJICTBO B OBJITapCcKuUTe 3eMU
II0 BpeMeTo, KoraTo bearapuis e mop,
BU3aHTHMIICKa BIacT. [ TapaxmichT nma
OIPOMHO 3HaYeHVe 3a LSJIOCTHM
ITEPKOBHO-MICTOPWYECKM O0IMK Ha
Acenosrpag. IIpuer e 3a mapaxsmc,
HO ChC CBOWTE FOJIeMI pasMepV IIpui-
JI/T9a Io-CKOpo Ha ITbpkBa. CrpamaTa
€ elTHOKOpabHa, C TpVcTeHHa abcura,
0e3 HapTeKC.

The temple “St. Bogoroditsa - Blagove-
shtenie” (St. Mary Annunciation) is parish,
but in the past, it used to be a property of
the Bachkovo monastery. It is mentioned as
parish in historical sources. The temple is
also called the “fish” church because of the
fish which can be seen in the holly-springs.
The temple was constructed in the XII-XIII
century, but only the apsidal wall and the
two two-step niches are preserved from the
first construction.

Not only the churches, but also
the chapels, located around Aseno-
vgrad represent significant interest.
The most important is the chapel “St.
Ioan Predtecha” (XI, XIII century),
situated in the western suburbs of
Asenovgrad. The overarching, two-
step niches are a sign for the church
construction in the Bulgarian lands,
during the times when Bulgaria was
under Byzantine rule. The chapel has
huge significance for the complete
church-historical view of Asenovgrad.
It was accepted as a chapel, but with
its big size, it bears the resemblance to
a church. The building is one-naved,
with three-walled apside and without
a narthex.
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3aberexxnTerieH ITaMeTHVIK, apXUTEKTY peH
VI apXeoJIOTYIecK KyJITypeH 00eKT, KOVITO
He OmBa J1a IPOITyCHe HUTO €IVH roCT Ha
AceHOBTpaf, e TpodyTaTa AceHOBa KPeIIOoCT.
Ts e moOpe 3amaseHa, Urpasa e BaXkHa poJIst
B KbCHATa aHTUYHOCT 1 CpeTHOBEKOBIETO.
KomiuiekcwT BKTIOUBa I1bpKBaTa ,CB. boro-
ponmiia - I[Terpraka”, mocTpoeHa BbB BUCO-
KaTa JacT Ha Kpertocrra. ToBa e HayI-crapaTa
TleviCTBaIlla KPeIToCcTHa IThbPKBa B bhiarapus.
OrkposiBa ce moOpe mopaay AOMUHMPAIIIOTO
CVI IIOJIOXKEeHVIe B MECTHOCTTA VI BIIEYaTIISIBA C
Kpacuss cu cwtyerT. LIppKkBaTa e Havi-3aT1a-
3eHara crpajia OT KperocTTa U e 00sIBeHa 3a
VICTOpWYeCKV [TaMeTHHK. B Hest ca Gvum ripo-
BeXIaHW ITbPKOBHM CITy>KOU B ITPOTBIDKEHIE
Ha 800 r. Vi3wmrounTesHO KpacuBaTta IIOCTPOVI-
Ka, e[IVH OT Havi-IIeHHWTe IIPefCTaBIUTeN N Ha
ITbPKOBHATa apXUTEKTypa B HaIlIUTe 3eMW,
€ pasIosioXKeHa BbPXY CeBepOV3TOUHIS PO
Ha KpPeITOCTHOTO Bb3BuIIeHMe. LIppKBaTa e
emHOKOpaOHa, eHOa0OCKIHA, IByeTaKHa U
€THOKYTIOJTHA, YHVKAJTHa KaTO apXUTEeKTY-
pa mopaau cJIMBaHeTO Ha KaMOaHapwmsiTa
¢ xpama. [TbpBUAT eTax e MMaJl BEpOSITHO
IIpeqHa3HadYeHNe 3a CKJIaj, I rpoOHMIIa,
HO BCBIITHOCT Hall-BePOSATHO € TI0JI3BaH KaTo

CKJIa/I.

Ispxsata , Cs. boroponmiia -
ITerpruka”
St. Bogoroditsa - Petrichka church
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2 km from Asenovgrad
Plovdiv - Asenovgrad 18 km

A remarkable monument of architecture,
archeology and culture, which should not
be missed by any guest of Asenovgrad is the
renowned Asen’s Fortress. Itis well preserved
and played an important role in late antiquity
and medieval times. The compound includes
the “St. Bogoroditsa - Petrichka” church,
build upon the high part of the fortress. This is
the oldest active fortified church in Bulgaria.
It is standing out well due to its dominating
position in the area. Moreover, it is impressing
with its silhouette. The church is the most
preserved building within the fortress’s limits
and it is declared as a historical monument.
Many church services were done there in
the course of 800 years. The exceptionally
beautiful construction and a most precious
representative of the church architecture in
our lands, is situated over the northeastern
edge of the fortress. The church is one-naved,
apsidal, with two floors and one dome; it is
unique in terms of architecture due to the
merging of the belfry with the temple. The
first floor had the purpose of a storage prem-
ise or a tomb, but most probably was used
as a storage.
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baukoBCKMAT MaHACTUP, HaMUpPAI, ce
Hepjayied OT ACeHOBIpajl, € BTOPUSAT II0 TO-
JleMyHa B Bbiirapisi v eviH oT Havi-Imoceria-
BaHWTe U IIOYNTaHM MaHacTHUpy Ha baska-
HuTe. OcHOBaH e mpe3 1083 r. oT BucIITE
BOEHHM Ha BU3aHTUVICKa CJTyKOa - OparsiTa
rpysunumy ['puropuit u Anacun bakypuanm
/Taxypwan/. ['puropuii e 6 yrpasuresn
Ha I1oBaMBCKa 00JIACT M BEIVIK JJOMECTUK
- BbPXOB€H IJIJaBHOKOMaHpBaml. B pannyTe
TOAVIHN B MAHACTMPA, KbAeTo e vMasio 7o 300
MOHacw, e OvIa ch37iaieHa efIHa OT ITbPBITe
MeIMLIVHCKY akafgeMuy y Hac. ITpes 900-ro-
JIVIIITHOTO CW CBIIIECTByBaHe MaHACTUPHT €
IIOMVHVIPaJl Hafl APYTUTE VI € OIIperiesiI
710 roJIsIMa CTeITeH o0y OOMIVIK Ha IfsIaTa
MpeXXa OT XPUCTUSHCKY OOeKTV B pervioHa.
HemnpexbcHaTo gousrpaxias 11 0OHOBsIBaH,
JIHeC MaHACTUPCKMAT KOMIUIEKC BKIIIOYBA
crpagym ot XI, XI, XVII 1 XIX Bek, 0benyiHeHM
B XapMOHIYEH apXUTEKTypPeH aHCaMOBII.
ManacTipbT IB/DKM CJ1aBaTa Cvi Ha ¢dakTa,
Ue e cpefloTouve Ha 'apMeHO-TPY3MHCKIA 7
OBIIrapcKu BIVISIHVISE, HAMEPYIIV OTpaskeHve
B apXUTEKTypaTa, CTeHOIVICHOTO VI IKOHHO
GoraTcTBO, KaKTO M B TyXOBHO-KyJITypHaTa
nesiTestTHOCT Ha MoHacuTe. Jo XIV Bek ma-
HacTUpPBT e 6wi rpysuHckn. Tyx paboTu m
TBOpU rpy3uHCcKMA dpwtocod Voan Ierpu-
1111, KaKTO VI MHOTO IP'BLIKY V1 OBJITapCKI KHVI-
oV, Criopey sierespara B baukoBckist
MaHacCTVp HaMupa IIOC/IIOH BUTHMSAT KHI-
JKOBHVIK IIaTpuapx EBTviMui, crert mafaHeTo
Ha T'epHOBO 11071 TypcKa BiiacT mpes 1393 r.

B 6rm3ocT o MaHacTMpa e HaMepeHa uy-
TIoTBOpHaTa MKoHa Ha CBera boroponmria,
CBC CpeObpeH 0OKOB 1 HaJIIVIC Ha CTaporpy-
suECKM oT 1311 r. Crioper pefiaHmeTo T4 e
pucyBaHa JIMaHO oT artocTon JIyka. Exeromso
710 MSICTOTO Ce IIPOBEXXIAT JIVITVIVIHY IIIECTBVIS.

baukosckm maHacTVIp
Bachkovo monastery

QM

9 km from Asenovgrad
tel.: 0332 / 722 77

The Bachkovo monastery, located, not far
away from Asenovgrad, is the second largest
in Bulgaria and one of the most visited and
respected monasteries on the Balkans. It was
founded in 1083, by the supreme military
officers of the Byzantine service - the Geor-
gian brothers Gregory and Abasius Bakuri-
ani (Pakurian). Gregory was a governor of
Plovdiv region and a supreme commander.
Inits early years there were up to 300 monks
in the monastery. An impressive fact is that
one of the first medical academies in Bul-
garia was founded. During the 900 years of
existence, the monastery was dominating
over others and to a great extent defined the
common appearance of the whole network
of Christian spots in the region. Continuous-
ly built and restored, today, the monastery
compound includes buildings from the XI, XI,
XVII and XIX century, united in a harmonic
architectural ensemble. The monastery owns
its fame to the fact that it is a concentration of
Armenian, Georgian and Bulgarian influences
which found reflection in the architecture, the
frescoes and the icons. Reflection can be also
located in the spiritual-cultural activities of
the monks. Until the XIV century, the mon-
astery used to be Georgian. The Georgian
philosopher loan Patricii, notable Bulgarian
and Greeek men of letters worked and created
here. According to the legend, the prominent
man of letters, patriarch Evtimiy found shel-
ter within the compound of the Bachkovo
monastery, after the fall of Tarnovo, under
Ottoman rule in 1393.

The wondrous icon of the Holy Mother
of God was found in 1311 in close proximity
to the monastery. The icon contains a silver
lining and a sing in old-Georgian. The legend
says that the icon was painted, personally by
Apostle Luke. Annually, rituals are taking
place, close to the place.
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